Tac Gia: Colleen Hoover Nguoi Dich: Lac Anh LAC MAT VA HY VONG

Phan 3
Tha Hai Ngay 27 Thang 8 Nam 2012
4:47 Chiéu

Sau khi xép dam dd vira mua v&o tirng chd gon gang, t6i b6c mot ndm so

cO latlr noi cét gidu nhét vao tui, sau dé tréo ra ngoai clra s6. Toi day ctra s6 nha
Six |én rdi tréo vao trong. Luc nay d& hon bén gio chiéu nd van con dang ngd,
vi thé toi nhon chan di dén givdng no, quy xudng. Con bé dang dap mat na. Mai
toc vang xin cla né dinh bét cd vao mavi ddng nudc dai chay ra khi ngl. Toi
lan lai gan hon cho dén khi ké sat mat n6 va hét vang lén.

“SIX! DAY bI!”

Con bé 1ap tlrc ngdi dung lén véi mét cong luc kinh khing khién tdi khong
co thoi gian né. Khuyu tay nd quat thang vao mét tdi khién tdi nga nglra ra sau.
Téi vdi 6m 18y con mat dau va ndm thang cng ra san. Nhin 1&n bang con mat
con lanh 13n, t6i thdy n6 ngdi day trén givong, hai tay 6m dau va quic mat nhin
t6i. “Cau diang la d6 quy!” N6 rén Ién. R6i n6 ném chan sang bén, ra khoi
givong di thdng vao phong tam.

“T6 nghi cau tdng t¢ mot con mat tham rdi,” téi rén rf.

Six dé md clra phong tdm va ngdi xubng bdn cau. “T6t. Bang doi.” NO giat
gidy vé sinh rdi dung chan da clra phong tam dong sam lai. “T6t hon 14 cau co
thv gi hay ho dé ké khi danh thirc t& day kiéu nay di. Ca dém qua t& da phai
thirc dé thu xép do day.”

Six chua bao gio 1a ngudi day sém, va nhin qua thi nd ciing chang phai
nguwdi tinh tdo vao budi chiéu. Thanh thuc mandi, né cang chang phai ngudi 1o
mo dém hdm. Néu tbi phai doan thoi diém nao né cam thdy thoai mai nhat trong
ngdy, thi han d6 1a khi n6 ngl. C6 18 d6 1aly do vi sao nd ghét phai thirc day vo
cung.

Khiéu hai hudc va tinh thdng thdn cla Six Ia nhiing yéu t6 16n lao khién
ching t6i hoa hop dugc l1au dén thé. Nhitng dira con géi lam mém va gia tao
khién t6i kho chiu kinh khing. T6i khong nghi 1am mdm tham chi ndm trong
von tir vieng ctia Six. N6 chi con thiéu mot ti do den si té ngat nira thoi 1a S8 tro
thanh cd gai tudi teen hay G rii chan chuong dién hinh. Con gia tao w? Tinh nd
thang nhu rudt ngua, bat ké ban c6 mudn hay khdng. Chang cé diéu gi gia déi &
Six, ngoai trir cai tén.
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Nam Six muoi bén tudi va bd me né noi rang ca nha sé chuyén tir Maine toi
Texas, n6 chdng d6i bang cach khong chiu dap lai khi duoc goi tén. Tén that
cla nd la Seven Marie, vi thé nd sé chi dap lai khi duoc goi la Six. D6 la cach
no tréu tirc bé me vi vu chuyén nha. Ho van goi né |a Seven, nhwng moi nguoi
khac déu goi n6 la Six. Thé méi biét n6 cling ngoan c6 cha kém gi t6i, vaday la
mot trong rat nhiéu ly do khién chiing téi tré thanh ban chi c6t.

“T¢ nght cau sé vui sudng khi duoc té danh thirc day.” T6i nhém day tir san
nhavatreo |én givdng. “Co chuyeén rat ky la da xay ra hdm nay.”

Six m& ctra phong tam va budc tré lai givong. N6 nam xudng canh toi roi
kéo tdm chan pha 1én qua dau. N6 1an mot vong tranh khéi toi, dap dap chiéc
g0i cho dén khi no thay thodi mai. “DEé t& doan nhé... Me Karen lap truyén hinh
cap ha?”

T6i lan t6i gan n6 hon, quang tay quanh ngudi nd. Nga dau xudng gbi clia
no, toi thu thi. “Doan lai di.”

“Cau gdp g nao do ¢ treong hdm nay, git cau co thai, chudn bi két hon va
t& thi khong thé lam phu dau tai dam cudi clia cau duoc vi té sap phai di téi tan
dau bén kia clia cai thé gigi chét tiét nay?”

“Gan dung day, nhuwng khdng phai.” Téi gd ngon tay |én vai no.
“Thé thilacai gi nao?” Six buc boi.

Toi ndm nglra ra va thd moét hoi dai. “Sau gi¢ hoc t¢ gap mdt chang tai clra
hang tap hod, vachét tiét, Six a, cau ta rat dep. Bang s, nhuwng dep mé hon.”

Six 18p trc 1&n qua, 1am thé nao d6 ma thidc lubn khuyu tay thang vao con
mat vira bi tdn cong it pht truée cla toi. “Cé gi co?” NO hét am lén, 1o di su
that rang toi dang dm mat va rén 17 1an nira. N6 ngdi thing day va kéo tay téi ra
khoi mat. “Cai gi co?!” No lai lalén. “That khdng day ha?”

T6i van nam do, ¢d nén chdt con dau nhirc nhéi noi mat minh. “T¢ biét.
Ngay khi t& nhin thdy cau ta, toan than t& nhu thé tan chay xudng san nha. Cau
tathat... 6i.”

“Cau c6 ndi chuyén véi cau ta khong? Co xin s dién thoai cla cau ta chuva?
Céu ta c6 ru cau di choi khéng?”

_T6i chua bao gio thdy Six hao hirc sbi n6i dén thé. N6 1am toi hoa hét ca
mat, vatbi khdng chac minh cé thich nhu thé khéng.

“Chua oi, Six. Tv tr xem nao.”
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Con bé nhin xubng t6i va nhiu may. “Sky, bén nam nay t& da lo sot vo vé
cau, twdng rang chuyén nay st khong bao gio xay ra. Cau dong tinh ciing duoc.
Cau chi thich nhitng ga mot sach lun tit gay gio xwong cling duoc. Ké ca cau chi
mé nhi*tng 180 gia nhan nheo vai cai dy tham chi con nhan nheo hon cling duoc.
Nhung t&¢ khong chiu ndi y nght cau khong bao gio cd thé trdi nghiém ham
mudn.” N6 nga lvng xudng givdng. “Ham mudn la cdm giac hay ho nhat trong
SO tat ca nhitng tdi 16i chét nguoi ddy Sky.”

Toi bat cudi valac dau. “To lai nght khac. Ham mu6n latht vé van. Cau ci
ton no |én tan may xanh sudt bao nhiéu ndm nay. Con t¢ van bd phiéu cho niém
dam mé v@i do an.” Noi xong toi 16i mdt vién sb cd latlr trong tui ra va bo tot
vao mom.

“T& can nghe chi tiét,” Six noi.

T6i nhom day t¢i khi lung dya vao tdm van dau givong. “Té khong biét
miéu ta thé nao. Khi nhin vao ciu ta, t& khong mudn dirng lai. T¢ cd thé nhin
cham cham vao ciu ta subt ca ngay. Nhung khi cau ta nhin lai, t¢ phat hoang.
Cau tanhin t& nhu thé tirc gian diéu gi do voi t¢. Sau d6, cau ta dudi theo khi t&
ra xe va doi dwoc biét tén t¢, nhu thé sip phat cau lén vi viéc nay. Nhu thé t¢
|am cu ta kho chiu. Tir chd mudn hdn I1én nhitng 1Gm ddng tién cla cau ta, t¢
chi mudn tranh that xakhdi anh chang d& nguoi ay.”

“Cau ta dudi theo cau u? T6i xe clia cau?” Six hdi mot cach ngo vuc. Toi gat
dau va ké cho né nghe twong tan tirng chi tiét hanh trinh téi clra hang tap héa,
tat cd moi chi tiét cho dén s kién cau ta giang nam dam vao chiéc xe canh
minh.

“Chua oi, qua laky cuc that,” con bé néi khi tdi két thic. N6 nhom day va
bat chudc thé ngdi clia toi - twa vao dau givdng. “Cau co chac ciu ta khong phai
dang téan tinh cau khéng? Hay dang cd xin s6 dién thoai clia cau? Y t& 13, t& da
nhin thdy cau khi & gan dam con trai, Sky. Cau gia v rat t6t, ngay ca khi cau
cling cdm thdy gi voi ho. T¢ biét cau biét cach doc vi bon con trai, nhung t&
nght cé thé cau bi anh chang nay hép mat hon, nén truc giac bi lu mo. Cau c6
nghi thé khong?”

T6i nhan vai. Co thé Six ding. C6 thé tdi da doc vi nham cau ta va phan ting
tiéu cuc cla toi dathdi thic cau ta doi y vé chuyén ra toi di choi. “Cling c6 thé.
Nhung du chuyén nay la gi, n6 ciing hdng bét hét réi. Cau ta la hoc sinh bo hoc,
cAu ta that thuong, dé ndi cau va.. ciu ta... vO vong. T¢ khong biét minh thich
ki€u con trai thé nao, nhung chac khong phai kiéu giéng chang Holder nay.”

Six tim lay hai ma téi, ép chdng lai v&i nhau, roi quay mat téi vé phia no.
“Cau vira n6i Holder day a?” N6 héi, doi 16ng may sac sao dugc tia ky luwdng
nhuéng [én to mo.
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Moi toi xoén‘lai véi nhau dudi ap lwc ban tay con bé, vi thé t6i chi gat dau
thay vi dép lai bang loi.

“Dean Holder? C6 méi toc nau [da x0a? D6 mat xanh u udn? Anh chang
nong ndy hét nhuw budc ra tir Cau lac bd Chién dau?”

T6i nhan vai. “C6 vé dang ddy.” T6i ndi, chi c6 thé phat ra nhitng tiéng &y vi
tay Six van ép chat ma tdi. N6 budng tay ra, téi bén nhac lai, “Cé vé dung day.”
NGi roi toi gio tay 1én xoama. “Cau biét cau ta a?”

Six dirng day va gio tay Ién khoéng trung. “T6i sao ha Sky? Trong s0 bao
nhiéu chang trai ciu c6 thé thdy hip dan, thé quéa nao lai |& Dean Holder ha?”
Con bé c6 vé that vong. Sao né c6 vé that vong dén thé nhi? Toi chua bao gio
thdy n6 nhac dén Holder trudc day, vi thé chic khong phai no tirng hen ho voi
cau ta. Thé quai nao nd lai chuyén tlr trang thai hao hirc sang... vo cling, vo cling
chan nan thé nay nhi?

“T& can nghe chi tiét,” tdi nGi.

Six ngang dau va du chan budc xudng givong. N6 budc t¢i ti quan 4o, 16i ra
chiéc quan jean tir trong hop roi kéo |én bén ngoai quan I6t. “Cau ta la mot ké
ti t&, Sky. Trudc day cau ta van hoc trwedng minh, nhung ndm ngoai moi dau
nam hoc cau ta da bi gvi t¢i trai cai huan. T¢ khong biét rd, nhung co thé két
luan cau ta khong thé tré thanh mdt cau ban trai dang hoang dau.”

L&i miéu ta cla Six vé Holder khdng lam t6i ngac nhién. Toi wéc gi co thé
ndi né khong lam t6i that vong, nhung toi khong thé.

“Tlr khi nao thi a do6 co thé trd thanh ban trai dang hoang thé?” T6i khong
nght Six trng 6 cau ban trai nao trong doi lau hon mot dém.

NG nhin tdi, roi nhan vai. “U’ nhi.” N6 trong mét chiéc o so mi qua dau roi
bwéc t¢i bon rira mat trong phong tam. Lay ban chdi danh rang, quét kem Ién,
no tré ra phong ngu, vira di vira danh rang.

“Sa0 CAu ta bi gt t6i trai cai hudn thé?” T6i hoi, khong chac minh cé thuc
s mudn nghe cau trd |6i hay khong.

Six 16i ban chai ra khoi miéng. “Ho bat duoc cau ta dang pham mot tdi mang
tinh ky thi... ciu ta tdn cdng mdt thang dng tinh ndo do trong trudng. Kha chac
chan dé 1a1an thir ba rdi hay sao dy.” N6 lai nhét ban chai vao miéng vadi t6i
bon rira dé nho ra.

Ky thi? That sao? Da day toi lai cudn Ién, nhung lan nay khoéng theo chiéu
hwéng tot dep.
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Six tré ra phong ngu sau khi da budc tim toc 1én kiéu dudi ngua. “Khi that,”
no vilra ndi vira xam soi mé ni trang. “L& nhw day lalan duy nhat cau thay thém
kh& mdt chang trai, mai m6t cau chang bao gi cdm thy thé nia thi sa0?” Su
lwa chon tir nglr cla né lam tdi nhan mat. “Té khdng them khat cau ta, Six.”

N6 xua tay trong khong khi. “Thém khét. Hap dan. Nhw nhau ca théi,” nd
tréu toi roi trd lai givong. N6 thd mét chiéc bong tai vao long, réi wém mot
chiéc khac. “T¢ doan ching minh nén cadm thdy nhe nhdm khi biét rang trai tim
cau khong hoan toan tan nét.” Six bong nheo mét lai va nhoai vé phia toi, tim
|8y cam toi dé xoay mat toi sang trai. “Chuyén chét tiét gi xay ra véi mat cau
thé?”

TOi bat cwdi va lan khoi givdng dé tranh bi &m hai 1an nita. “Do cau chi ai.”
TOi di vé phia clra s6. “T& can gdi rira dau 6c cho thong thoang. T¢ dinh di chay
day. bi cung khéng?”

Six nhan mii. “O... khéng. Cau ct vui vé di.”

T6i tho dwgc mot chan qua bau clra s6 thi né goi toi lai. “L& nira t& mudn
biét moi chuyén vé ngay di hoc dau tién clia cau. Vaté cling cé qua cho cau
ni*ta. Dém nay t& sé mo sang.”

Th& Hai Ngay 27 Thang 8 Nam 2012
5:25 Chiéu

@161 toi cang tirc, co thé thi nhw té dai di khi téi quay tré lai duong Aspen.

Nhip thé cla toi da chuyén tir nhitng lan thé ra hit vao déu dan cé kiém soét
sang hon hén gdp gap. Pay chinh la thoi diém t6i yéu nhat khi chay bd. Thoi
diém matlrng gram trong nguoi déu phai tan lyc dé day toan than vé phia truéc,
toi phai toan tam toan lwc cho budc chay tiép theo, khong thé nght vé diéu gi
khéc.

Budc chay ti€p theo.
Khong diéu gi khéc.

Truwéc day toi chua bao gio chay xa dén thé nay. Téi lubn dirng lai khi biét
minh da chay dd mot dam rudi - cdt moc cach day may toa nha, nhung lan nay
thi t6i khong dirng & do. Bét chdp ndi tuyét vong quen thudc da xuét hién trong
co thé, toi duong nhuw van khong thé khép chat tam tri. T6i tiép tuc chay véi hy
vong sé dat t¢i canh gi¢i do, nhing 1an nay moi chuyén mat nhiéu thoi gian hon
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han thwong |8. Thir duy nhat khién toi quyét dinh ditng lai 1a sy that t6i van phai
hoi phuc cho chang duwong vé nha, la nudc thi gan nhu hét sach.

Toi dirng lai & rialdi xe chay va twa minh vao hop thu, mé ndp chai nuéc ra.
quét md hdi trén tréan bang mu ban tay, toi dua chai nuéc 1én moi, cd nhd
khoang bdn giot nwéc vao miéng minh trudc khi né tré nén khoé kiét. T6i da nde
can ca& mdt chai nudc dwdi cai nong Texas ndy, tw mang chinh minh vi d& quyét
dinh khéng chay vao sang nay. Du@i cai ndng, toi chi lamét ké vo tich su.

So bi mat nuéc, toi quyét dinh sé di bd vé chir khéng chay. Toi khong nghi
viéc don ép ban than toi mirc suy kiét sé khién me Karen sung swong. Chi riéng
viéc tdi chay bd mot minh da khién balo lang roi.

Chuan bi nhac chan di, tdi nghe thdy mot giong ndi quen thudc vong téi sau
lwng.

“Chao, ban.”

Nhu thé tim dap van chua di nhanh, t6i chdm cham quay lai va thdy Holder
dang nhin dam dam vao minh. Cau ta mim cuoi, nhirng IGm dong tién han séu
noi khde miéng. Téc cu ta wdt dam mo hdi - r6 rang cau ta cling vira méi chay
giong toi.

Toi chép mat hai 1an, ban tin ban nghi rang day cé thé 1a mot o anh hién ra
bdi tinh trang kiét sirc clla minh. Ban nang bao t6i phai tic toc bd trdn, nhung
co thé thi lai mudn dwoc bao boc trong vong tay |ap lanh mo hoi ay.

Co thé minh diing & phan trac that.

May thay, t6i van chwa hoi sirc hoan toan sau quang dudng vira chay, vi thé
cau ta sé khong thé biét dwoc nhitng hoi thd dit quang nay la do toi vira gap lai
cau ta.

“Chao,” t6i dap nhu hét hoi. C6 hét strc nhin vao mat Holder, nhung duong
nhu toi khong thé bat doi mat minh thoi w6t xuéng pham vi bén dudi cb cla
cau ta. Thay vao do, téi dan mat xuéng chan minh dé né tranh su that cau ta cha
mac gi ngoai quan soc va giay chay. Cai cach chiéc quan séc clia cau ta nan na
noi cap hong cling du dé toi tha thir hét moi diéu toi té toi biét vé ciu ta ngay
hom nay.

“Cau cling chay a? Cau ta hoi, twa khuyu tay |én hop thu.

Toi gat dau. “Thwong lavao budi sang. Minh quén mat budi chiéu troi néng

¢ ndo.” CO nhin lai Holder, t6i gio tay 1én ngang mat dé che di anh mat troi
dang chiéu ruc r& trén dau cau ta nhuw mot vang hao quang.

Www.vuilen.com e A 30
s VUlLEN “com

[ ]



Tac Gia: Colleen Hoover Nguoi Dich: Lac Anh LAC MAT VA HY VONG

That mia mai.

Holder dua tay ra, tdi giat lui lai trwdc khi nhan ra cau ta chi dang dwa cho
toi chai nwdc clia minh. M6i cau ta mim lai dé cd nén cuoi - r6 rang cau ta biét
t6i nbn nao dén thé nao khi cau ta & canh.

~ "Uobng di.” Cau ta gio cai chai da voi mot nira vé phia téi. “Trong cau dudi
lam.”

Binh thuwong toi sé khong udng nuwéc nguoi la cho. Bac biét khdng nhan
nwéc tr nhitng nguoi ma téi biét la ngudi xau, nhung t6i dang khét. Khat dén
kinh khing.

T6i chop ldy chai nudc vanglra co tu ba ngum I&n. Toi mudn uéng ndt phan
con lai chét di duoc, nhung khong thé lam can ngudn tiép té cla cau ta. “Cam
on,” tdi ndi roi tra lai chai nwdc. Bua tay quét miéng xong, téi nhin I1é dwdng
sau lung. “Um, t6i con mot dam rudi duong vé nita, vi thé tdi phai bat dau
thoi.”

“Phai gan hai dam ru&i ddy,” Holder néi, liamat dén bung t6i. Cau ta 4p moi
vao céi chai makhong chii miéng chai di, anh mat van dan vao toi khi ngira dau
rasau vatu hét chd nudc con lai. Toi khong thé khéng nhin vao doi moi cau ta
dang bao quanh phan miéng chai - nei moi t6i vira cham vao. Chuing tdi gan nhu
dang hon nhau vay.

Toi lac dau. “Gi co?” Toi khong chac cau ta vira ndi diéu gi vi con dang mai
ngan ranhin dam mo héi nhd xuéng noi nguwc cau.
“Minh néi quang dwong phai gan hai dam rudi day. Cau song & khu Conroe,

cach day chirng hon hai dam. Cau chay mdt vong dén gan nam dam.” Cau ta ndi
nhu thé bi an twong bdi diéu do.

T6i nhin ciu ta tdo mo. “Cau biét minh sdng & pho nao u?”
‘LUJ.11

Cau Holder nay chang biét tiép chuyén chdt ndo. Téi van nhin nhu dong dinh
vao cau ta vaim lang, cho doi mot i giai thich.

Thdy duoc toi chwa théa man véi mot cau “U”, nén cau ta thé dai. “Linden
Sky Davis, sinh ngay 29 thang 9. Nha sb 1455 ph6 Conroe. M6t mét sau hai.
Ting tham gia hién mau.”

TOI lui lai mdt bude, dot ngdt nhin thdy twong lai gan bi am sat hién ngay ra
tredc mat minh, dudi ban tay cla ké theo ddi ma chi trong mo t6i moi thay kia.
T6i phan van khong biét minh c6 nén bd ban tay che nang ra dé nhin ré anh
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chang hon, phong truong hgp minh trén thoat hay khong. Co 18 tdi can ghi nhé
tirng duong nét cla cau ta dé cung cdp cho nguoi vé phac hoa chan dung hung
tha.

“Chirng minh thw ctia cau,” cau ta giai thich khi nhin thdy biéu cam vira kinh
hoang vira ban loan trén gwong mat toi.

“Cau da cho minh xem chirng minh thu lUc trwéc. Lic & clra hang ay.”

Khong hiéu sao 10i giai thich nay khéng hé lam téi bét lo sy “Cau chi liéc
guatrong vong hai gidy ma?”

Cau ta nhun vai. “Minh c6 tri nhé tot.”
“Cau lén di theo minh,” tdi néi khéng chit cdm xuc.

Cau ta bat cuoi. “Minh Ién di theo w? Cau méi la nguoi dang dirng trude clra
nha minh day.” Nai roi cau ta chi vé phiangdi nha phia sau minh.

Nha ciu ta w? Sy tinh ¢ ndy 1a thé quai nao vay? Cau ta ditng thang day va
g0 nhe ngon tay |én hang chir & mat trwéc hdp dung thu.

Nha Holder.

T6i c6 thé cdm thdy mau don Ién hai ma, nhung diéu d6 khéng quan trong.
Sau mdt budi chiéu chay dudi cai néng Texas nay malai bi thiéu nwéc, toi dam
chac toan than minh da do bing. To6i ¢6 khong liéc vé phia nha Holder, nhung
tinh t0 mo la diém yéu cla toi. D6 la mdt ngdi nha gian di, khong quéa phd
trvong. Phu hop voi khu trung lvu nay. Ca chiéc xe dau trén 16i vao kia cling
vay. Do co phdi la xe clia cau ta khdng? Tlr cudc ddi thoai clia Holder véi cd
nang & clra hang tap hod, tdi co thé suy ra cu ta trac tubi toi, vi thé han ciu ta
phai séng cung chame. Nhung lam sao matéi khéng hé tréng thay cau ta trudc
day nhi? Lam sao ma t6i khong biét cach minh chwa day ba dam lai c6 chang
trai duy nhat trén doi c6 thé bién toi thanh mot khoi ‘boc hod’ dang that vong
thé nay?

Toi hang giong. “O, cdm on vé chai nwdc.” Toi khong thé nght t¢i diéu gi
khéc ngodi mong mudn thodt khéi tinh hudng khé xir nay. Tai trao cho ciu ta
mot céi vay tay voi vang roi chuan bi sai buéc.

“Dgi mot gidy,” Holder kéu 1én tir sau lung t6i. T6i khéng cham lai, vi thé
cau ta vuot qua toi va quay lai, di bd giat IUi ngwoc voi hwéng mat troi. “DE
minh d6 day nwéc cho cau.” Néi roi cau ta giat ludn chai nwdc trong tay trai cla
toi, vO tinh lw6t tay qua bung toi. Mot l1an nira tdi cliing ngui.

“Minh B tr& lai ngay,” cau ta noi, roi chay mat hat vé phianha minh.
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T6i dirng nhu troi trong. Bay 1a mot hanh dong tir té hoan toan déi 1ap. Mot
hiéu (tng khac clia ching tdm than phan liét chang? Han cau nay 1a mot sinh vat
dot bién, nhu Nguoi Khdng 16 Xanh The Hulk. Hoac Jekyll va Hyde”. T6i tu
héi liéu cé phdi Dean la nhan cach t6t con Holder Ia nhan cach dang so hay
khéng. RO rang ca ké tdi gap & clra hang tap hda luc nay la Holder. Téi nght
minh thich cau chang Dean nay hon nhiéu.

Cam thdy cir ding doi thi hoi ky cuc, toi bén bwdc tré lai 16i d6 xe nha ciu
ta, cir may gidy lai dirng mot chat dé nhin ra con dudng dan vé nha minh. T6i
chéng biét phai 1am gi. Dudng thu bat civ quyét dinh nao t6i dua ra vao lic nay
cling & nam v&o phan dia ngd ngan clia can can.

T6i cd nén & lai khéng?
T6i cd nén bo chay khdng?

Hay toi nén trén vao may lum cay kia trwdc kia cau ta quay lai voi dao va
xich tr6i?

Truwdc khi tdi cé co hdi bd chay, clra truéc da mé ra, va cdu ta quay lai voi
mot chai nudc day. Lan nay mat troi ¢ phia sau t6i, vi thé toi khdng phai chat
vat méi nhin dugc mat cau ta. Nhung cling chang hay ho chit nao, vi ké tir lic
do tat cd nhitng gi t6i mudn la dan mat vao anh chang nay.

Oi troi! Toi ghét sy thém mudn kinh khing.

Ghét. No.

Tung t€ bao trong nguoi toi déu biét ro cau ban nay khdng tir té gi, nhung co
thé toi dwdng nhu chang chit dém xia dén diéu do.

Cau ta dwa cho t6i chai nuvdc. T6i nhanh chong tu mét ngum nira. T6i von
ghét cai néng Texas, lai con thém cd Dean Holder ni*a thi cam giac khéng khac
gi bi chén duwdi day Bia nguc vay.

“0... llc trudc dy & clra hang dy?” Cau ta hoi ngap ngling, bon chon. “Néu
minh lam cau thdy kho chiu, thi xin 16i nhé.”

Phéi t6i gao xin chat khdng khi, nhiwng bang céch ndo do toi d& xoay sb tra
|oi dwoc. “Cau khong lam toi kho chiu.”

Cau lam t6i sy rogn téc gay ay ch.

Holder nheo mat nhin téi cham cha trong vai gidy. Hom nay t6i da phét hién
ra minh khéng thich bi sam soi... T6i thich khdng bi chd y. “Minh cling khong
co y ti€p can tan tinh cau,” cau ta néi. “Minh twéng cau la modt nguoi khac.”
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“Khong sa0.” Toi ¢ nan ra mot nu cudi, nhwng cd sao day nhé. Tai sao toi
lai ot nhién that vong dén nat long nét da khi cau ta khéng c6 y tiép can minh
thé nhi? T6i nén vui mirng mai phai ch.

“Khéng phai minh s£ khong tiép can cau dau nhé,” cau ta thém vao voi nu
cuoi toe toét. “Minh chi khong lam chuyén dé tai thoi diém cu thé kia thoi.”

Oi, on Chiia. Cau néi dy clia cau ta 1am téi bat giac mim cwoi, du téi rét c6
gang dé khéng cuoi.

“Mudn minh chay cung khong?” Cau ta hoi, hat dau vé phia con duwong sau
lung toi.

Co, lam on di.
“Khong, minh 6n ma.”

Holder gat dau. “Um, dang nao thi minh cling chay 18i nay. Minh chay hai
lan mdt ngdy vavan con mot vai...” Cau tanging lai gitra chirtng va budc nhanh
mot budc vé phia tdi. Ndm 14y cam toi, ciu ta nglra dau toi ra sau. “Ai lam
chuy@n ndy voi cau thé?” An sau anh nhin clia cu ta 1a vé khic nghiét hét nhw
lGic t6i nhin thdy trong clra hang tap hoa. “Luc trudc mat cau dau co thé nay?”

T6i ngodnh di va cudi xoa. “Chi la mot tai nan thoi. Birng bao git danh thirc
mot c6 nang tudi teen dang say giac.”

Holder khéng cuwoi. Cau ta buwdc thém mO'g budc nita va nghiém khac nhin
toi, sau do lwdt ngdn tay céi qua phan dudi mat toi. “Cau sé ké vai ai dd, ding
khong? Néu c6 nguoi lam thé nay voi cau?”

To6i mudn dap lai. Thuc long rat mudn. Nhwng tdi khong thé. Chang trai nay
dang cham vao mat tdi. Ban tay ciu ta dang & trén matoi. T6i khong thé nghf,
khong thé noéi, khong thé thd. Sirc nong dir doi toat ra tlr sw hién dién cla
Holder nhu rat can khéng khi trong ph6i 1an stcc manh noi dau gdi toi. Toi lo
dang gat dau. Cau ta nhiu may, thu tay vé.

“Minh s& chay v&i cau,” ciu ta khang dinh, khdng phai cau hdi. Dt tay |én
vai toi, ciu ta quay toi vé hwdng doi dién va day nhe. Cau ta sdi tirng budc dai
canh to6i, chung t6i cung chay trong lang I€.

T6i mudn néi chuyén vai Holder. Téi mudn hoi cau ta vé mot nam trong trai
cdi huén, tai sao cau ta bd hoc, tai sao cau talai c6 hinh xam kia... nhung t6i qua
so hdi dé kham phéa ra dap an. Déay la chua ké t6i da hoan toan hét hoi. Vi thé
ching téi ¢t thé im nhu hén chay bén nhau subt quang duong tré vé nhatoi.
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Khi dén gan 16i dau xe, ching t6i cung gidm téc do thanh di bd. Téi khdng
biét phai két thic chuyén nay nhu thé nao. Chua tlrng ¢6 ai chay cung toi, vi thé
t6i khong chic hai nguoi chay dong hanh khi chiatay nhau s& chao hoi kiéu gi.
Toi quay lai va trao cho ciu ta mot cai vay tay nhanh chong. “Minh doén I
minh <€ gap lai cau sau?”

“Nhaét dinh rdi,” cau ta n6i, mat dan vao toi.

Toi mim cudi vGi cau ra, mot cach khong thoai mai 1am, roi quay budc. Nhét
dinh w? Toi 1at di 14t lai hai tir d6 trong tam tri khi huéng vé phia dwong do xe.
Y anh chang nay 1a gi nhi? Cau ta khdng c6 xin s6 dién thoai ctia t6i, du khong
biét toi cha co6 cai dién thoai nao. Cau ta cling khong hdi liéu tdi c6 mubn chay
cling cau ta nita hay khéng. Nhung cau ta n6i nhét dinh nhw thé chic chan 1am,
vatdi... phan nao hy vong thé.

“Sky, doi da” Céch giong cau ta quan quanh tén t6i khién téi chi wéc sao
toan bd von tir vung clia ciu ta chi c6 moéi mot tir 1a Sky. Toi quay lai va ciu
nguyén cau ta sé thot ra mot cau tan tinh sén sdm nao dé. To6i hoan toan xin chét
Vi N6 ngay lUc nay.

“Minh nho' mét viéc duwgc khdng?”

Bat clr viéc gi. Minh s8 lam bat clv viéc gi cau yéu cau chirng nao cau con &
tran thé nay.

IlUJ?’

Holder ném cho t6i chai nwdc ctia minh. Toi bat [dy va nhin xubng cai chai
réng, cam thay toi 16i vi da khong nghi dén viéc dé nghi trot day nudc cho cau
ta. T6i bat no trong khdng trung va gat dau, sau d6 cham cham buwdc 1én nhiing
bac thém dé vao nha. Trong bép, me Karen dang chat bat dia vao may rira. Ngay
khi céanh clra dong lai sau lung, toi hdp hdp chit khong khi cho hai 14 phoi dang
gao thét.

“Chua oi, Sky. Trong con nhu sap chét dén noi dy. Ngoi xubng di.” Ba cam
|ay cai chai tlr tay toi va an toi ngdi xudng ghé. Toi dé barét day nwéc vao chai
trong Itic ngdi thd - hit vao bang miii va thd ra duong miéng. Roi ba quay lai
dua chai nudc cho toi. T6i dong nap vao, ding day chay ra ngoadi dwa cho
Holder.

“Cam on nhé,” cau ta noi. Vatoi dirng do, nhin cau ta ap déi moi day dan ay
vao miéng chai.

Ching minh lai gan nhv hén nhau lan nira kia.
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To6i khong thé phan biét duvoc dau la anh huéng cla quang duong chay gan
nam dam va dau la &nh huéng cia Holder 1én minh ni*ta. C& hai th¢r dy déu
khién toi cdm giac nhu thé minh sip chét ngat dén noi. Holder déng nap chai lai
vamat cau ta lai lang thang khap co thé tdi, ndn na noi viing eo bung dé tran cla
t6i hoi 1au mot chit trede khi tro lai vai mat t6i. “Cau co chay trén dwdong dua
khong?” T6i khoanh tay lai dé che di vung bung. “Khong. Nhing minh dang
nghi dén chuyén thi:.”

“CAu nén thtr. Cau madi chi chay chwa day ndm diam ma da sip hét hoi roi,”
cau ta noi. “Cau hoc nam cudi ha?”

Anh chang nay khong biét ca nhan toi da phai nd lvc dén mirc ndo moi
khong nga khuyu xubng via he va thé déc vi thiéu dudng khi. Toi da bao gid
chay xa dén thé trong mot 1an dau! Toi phai ¢6 gang dir doi |1am mai ra vé duoc
rang didu d6 chang co gi to tat. RS rang |atéi gia vo ciing rat giéng.

“Cau han phai biét minh c6 hoc ndm cudi hay khéng chi¥ nhi? Cau da chénh
mang voi k§ nang theo déi theo roi.”

Khi nhirng Iim ddng tién xuat hién tré lai trén guong mat cau ta, toi chi
mudn dap tay chdc mirng chinh ban than minh.

“0, cAu phan nao da gay kho dé cho ké mudn theo d&i ciu ddy,” cu ta noi.
“Minh tham chi con khéng tim dwoc cau trén Facebook.”

Cau chang nay vira thlra nhan da tim kiém t6i trén Facebook. Toéi méi biét
CcAu ta chua day hai tiéng, thé nén sy that rang ciu ta vé thdng nha dé tim kiém
t6i trén Facebook qua cé khién tdi hoi hanh dién. M6t nu cuoi bat giac birng I1én
trén gwong mét t6i, va téi chi mudn tang ndm ddm cho con bé tham hai dang
twdc di sy lanh dam ho hirtng ma téi thuong co.

“Minh khéng cé Facebook. Nha minh khéng Iap mang,” t6i gii thich.

Holder mé to mat nhin t6i va cuoi theo cai kiu khong thé tin duoc vao diéu
t6i vira ndi. Cau ta vuot dam toéc loa xoa triede tran ra sau. “Thé con dién thoai
cau khong thé vao mang qua dién thoai sao?”

“Khéng co6 dién thoai luén. Me minh khéng phai |a fan cla cdng nghé hién
dai. Khdng c6 ca ti vi.”

“Chét tiét,” cau ta cudi vang. “Cau nghiém tic day chr ha? Thé cau lam gi
dé gidi tri?”

T6i mim cuwoi dap lai vanhdn vai. “Minh chay.”
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Holder lai nhin toi that lau, dot ngot tha roi sw chi y xudng vung bung cua
toi. Tl gi0 tOi s& suy nghi that ky lwdng trwdéc khi quyét dinh mac ao nit nguc
thé thao ra ngoai.

“0, vay trong trudng hop ndy, cau ¢ tinh cd biét ¢d gai nao do thuong day
chay bd bubi sang vao gio nao khong?” Cau ta nhin tré lai vao mat toi, va toi
khong thdy con ngudi ma Six damiéu ta voi téi dau nira. Trudc mat toi chi thay
mdt anh chang dang tan tinh mot ¢6 gai, voi anh mat 14p 1anh nira yéu mén nira
bon chon.

“Minh khong biét liéu cau c6 mudn day sém nhuw thé khong?” Téi ndi. Cach
cau ta nhin téi, cong véi bau khong khi néng nwc cla Texas bong nhién khién
mat t6i mo di. T6i bén hit vao that sdu, mong rang ltc nay minh dirng c6 biéu 10
ra chat mét maéi hay ling ting nao.

Holder nghiéng dau vé phia t6i, nheo mat. “Cau khong biét minh mudn day
sém nhu thé kinh khiing dén mic nao dau.” Roi cau ta phd ra nu cwdi rang ngoi
cung chiéc 1um doéng tién, thé 1atbi ngat xiu.

Khong... nghta den day. Toi ngat that.

Can cir vao mdt bén vai dau nhirc cung dam cat séi bam vao ma téi, dé
khéng phai mdt ci nga duyén dang yéu kiéu cho 1&m. T6i choang vang, nga
danh ram xuéng I8 duong trede khi Holder kip d& dwoc. Chang giéng nhitng
anh hung trong truyén xiu nao.

T6i ndm séng soai trén di vang, c6 18 Holder da dit toi xuéng do sau khi bé
téi vao nha. Me Karen dang cam ly nudc dirng canh toi, con Holder dirng sau
ba, quan sé khoanh khac dang xau hd nhét ctia doi toi.

“Sky, ubng chut nudc di con,” me Karen noi, nang gay toi 1én, do toi vé phia
chiéc ly. T6i nhap mdt ngum, sau d6 nga xudng gdi va nham nghién mat lai, chi
hy vong minh lai ngat quach di cho xong.

“Me I8y khan lanh cho con nhé,” me t6i néi tiép. To6i m& mat ra, hy vong
Holder quyét dinh Ién di khi me t6i roi khoi phong, nhung ciu ta van & do. Gio
cau ta con tién lai gan hon. Cau ta quy xu6ng san canh toi roi dwa tay cham vao
toc toi, 16i ramodt thir ma tdi doan khong phai la dét thi cling la soi.

“Céu chac la cau 6n ch(»? Mdt ci nga kha hiém day.” Boi mét day lo dang,
cau ta chui thiv gi do ra khoi mé tdi bang ngén tay cai cia minh, sau do6 dat tay
I&n di vang canh toi.

“Qi, Chua oi,” t6i ndi, 18y canh tay che mét. “Minh rét xin 16i. That x4u hé
qué.’,
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Holder nam 18y c6 tay toi, rdi kéo nd ra khdi mat toi. “Suyttt”

Vé lo au trong mat cu ta diu di, nu cwdi tinh nghich sang birng 1én guong
mat. “Minh khalathich chuyén nay day.”

Me Karen datrd lai phong khach. “Khan cta con day, con yéu. Con ¢ mudn
tht gi d6 dé x&r ly chd dau khdng? Con c¢6 budn non khong?” Ba khong dua
khan cho toi ma dua cho Holder rdi tré vao trong bép. “C6 18 me co it ré hoa
clc van tho varé cay ngwu bang day.”

Hay ddy. Néu toi chua du nguong chin nguoi, thi me toi sé lam cho moi
chuyén tham chi con té hon bang viéc bat t6i nuét thir thuéc ba tw lam ngay
trvdc mat cau ban nay.

“Con 6n me & Khong bi dau chd nao hét.”

Holder nhe nhang dat chiéc khan I1én matéi va lau khé. “Cau cé thé khong
dau bay gio, nhung lat nira sé dau ddy,” cau ta ndi, khé khang dén mc me toi
khong nghe thdy dwoc. Cau ta khdng xem xét ma toi nita ma nhin sau vao mat
toi. “Cau nén udng thi gi d6 di, chi dé phong thoi.”

T6i khong biét tai sao 101 goi y dé thot ra tr miéng cau ta nghe lai cé vé hap
dan hon tir miéng me t6i, nhwng t6i gat dau. Va nudt xudng. Va nin thd. Va
khép chit hai dti. Va c6 ngdi day, vi viéc nam dai trén di vang véi hinh bong
cau ta lo 1ttng ngay phiatrén minh khién toi lai sap ngét dén noi.

Khi thdy t6i cd ngdi Ién, Holder ndm 14y khuyu tay t6i, giGp nang toi day.
Me Karen tré lai phong khéch dé dwa cho t6i mét ly nwdc cam nhd. Thudc ba
lam qué déng, vi thé t6i phai ung ching vai nwdc qua dé khoi phun hét ra
ngoai. T6i cam lay ly nuéc, ubng véi téc dd nhanh nhat tir trudc t6i gid, sau do
lap tirc dua trd me chiéc ly. Toi chi mudn baquay ngay vao trong bép.

“C0 xin 16i,” ba noi, dua tay vé phia Holder. “C6 la Karen Davis.”

Holder ditng day va bét tay ba. “Chéau 14 Dean Holder. Ban bé thuwong goi
chau la Holder.”

Toi bong ghen ty vi me dugc cham vao tay Holder. Toi muén dwoc chen vao
hang ngu®i ham md clia cau ta. “Lam sao chau va Sky quen nhau thé?” Ba hdi.

Cau ta nhin xudng t6i dung ldc toi ngang |én nhin cu ta. Mdi cau ta chi hoi
cong |én thanh mdt nu cwdi, nhwng ti van nhan thdy. “Chiing chau thuc ra chuwa
quen nhau,” cau ta dap khi nhin tr& lai me t6i. “Chi la gap nhau dung lic ddng
chd thdi a, chau doéan thé.”
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“U'm, cam on chau da gitp con bé. C6 khéng biét vi sao n6 ngét nita. N6 da
bao gi¢ ngat dau.” Roi ba nhin xudng t6i. “HOm nay con daan gi chua?”

“M6t miéng gatrong bita trra a,” toi ndi, khdng hé ra may thanh Snickers da
bd vao mom trude khi chay. “Quan an tu phuc vu & trvdng that kinh khiing.”

Me t6i dao mat va gio tay Ién trdi. “Sao con khong an daréi hang chay?”
T6i nhin vai. “Con quén méat. Con khong hay chay vao buoi chiéu ma.”

Ba dem chiéc ly tré vao trong bép vathé dai thuon thuot. “Me khéng mudn
con chay nira, Sky. Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ltic doé con chi c6 mot minh? Con
chay quéa nhiéu.”

Me dang duatoi chic. Khong doi nao toi bd chay duoc.

“C0 a,” Holder 1én tiéng, nhin mét tdi trang béch di, rdi nhin tré vé huéng
bép. “Chau sdng ngay khu Ricker va chiéu nao chau ciing chay ngang day.”
(Cau ta han dang ndi déi. Néu la that thi téi d& dé y thay roi.) Néu cd mudn an
tdm hon, tir tuan t¢i chau sé rat vui long duoc chay voi con gai cd vao budi
sang. Chau thuong chay trén duong dua & trvdng, nhung chuyén dé khdng quan
trong. C0 biét ddy, chi dé chac chan chuyén nay khéng xay ra nira thoi a.”

A. Hoaralathé. Thao nao dam co bung kia trong quen quen.

Me Karen tré ra phong khach va nhin t6i, sau d6 nhin Holder. Ba biét t6i yéu
thich nhiing quang thoi gian mot minh trong khi chay dén thé nao, nhung nhin
vao mat ba, t6i biét basé cdm thdy an tdm hon néu tdi cé ban déng hanh.

“Dugc roi,” bandi, nhin trd lai téi. “Néu Sky thdy dé lambt y kién hay.”

C6. C6 me a. Nhung voi diéu kién ban cung chay méi clia con phai coi tran
Co.

“Cling dugc a.” Toi dirng day, vakhi lam thé, toi lai bi 1ao ddo. C6 |1 mat toi
ta nhot di, vi trong chua day mot gidy ban tay Holder da & trén vai toi, ha toi
ngoi lai xuéng di vang. “Tha 1dng ra nao,” cau ta noi, roi ngdng nén nhin me toi.
“C0 ¢6 chit banh quy gion nao cho ban dy an khong a? Co thé sé co tac dung
day.”

Me t6i di vao bép. Holder nhin xudng t6i, anh mat lai tran ngap vé quan tam.
“Cau chac lacau 6n chv?” Cau ta luét nhe ngdn tay cai qua ma toi.
TGi rung minh run ray.

Mot nu cwoi ranh manh lwét qua khudn mat Holder khi cau ta thdy t6i dang
cO che gidu dam gai 6c son Ién trén hai canh tay. Cau ta liéc vé phia me Karen
trong bép, roi lai chiéu thang anh nhin vao mat toi.
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“Ngay mai minh nén dén lén bam theo cau tir may gi¢ nhi?” Cau ta thi tham.
“Sau rwdi nhé?” Toi thot ra, nhin 1én cau ta mot cach bat luc.

“Sau rudi nghe dugc day.”

“Holder, cau khdng can phai lam chuyén nay dau.”

Doi mét xanh thdm nhu thdi mién cla cau ta nhin ddm ddm vao toi trong vai
gidy lang 18, t6i khong thé 1am gi khéc ngoai viéc dan mét vao khubn miéng nhu
théi mién clia cau khi cau céat 161, “Minh biét minh khéng phai lam chuyén nay,
Sky. Minh chi 1am nhirng gi minh muén.” Cau ta cli xubng tai t6i va ha thap
giong thanh mét 10i thi thao. “Va minh mudn chay véi cau.” Cau ta Iui lai roi
nhin t6i that 1au. Bai hang loat vang dong dang diéu hanh qua dau 6c vada day,
toi khong thé thot ra n6i mot 1oi dap lai.

Me Karen tré lai v&i banh quy gion. “An di,” ba vira noi vira dit banh vao
tay toi.

Holder diing day chao tam biét ba, roi quay sang toi. “Nghi ngoi di nhé.
Sang mai minh gap nhau nhi?”

Toi gat dau, nhin theo khi ciu ta roi di va khong thé roi mat khoi canh clra
khi n6 dadong lai sau lung chang trai ay.

TOi phat dién roi. Toi da hoan toan méat hét moi sw kiém soat vaty chi. Vay
ra day la dieu ma Six yéu thich sao? Bay la ham muén sao?

T6i ghét né. Tdi hoan toan, tuyét doi ghét cai cdm giac dep dé, ky diéu nay.

“Thang bé t6t that,” me Karen néi. “Va dep trai nita.” Ba quay lai d6i dién
V@i t6i. “Con khdng quen céu ta sao?”

T6i nhan vai. “Con biét cau ta,” tdi ndi. T6i chi ndi thé. Néu me biét nguoi
bévffa, an dinh lam “Ban chay déng hanh” cta t6i thudc loai vo vong dén mirc
nao, han ba s& phat dién. Ba cang biét it vé Dean Holder cang t6t cho ca hai
chung téi.

Ghi chu

|. The Hulk la nhan vat siéu anh hung trong truyén tranh cla tac gia Marvel,
c6 hinh dang khong 10, lan da xanh 1ét va hanh dong dién cudng moi khi gian
dir.

2. Nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét “Jekyll va Hyde” clia nha van Stevenson, lan
dau xudt ban ndam 1886. Cuon tiéu thuyét dé cap dén can bénh “Tam than phéan
Liét,” trong d6 c6 hai con nguai ton tai trong nhan vat tién st Jekyll, mot rat tot
dep, mét thi nhw quy dik.
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