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Chuong 3

“«
goi cb ta la Ca bu'?”

Sissy Mae dung cip mit tran day kinh ngac nhin anh. C6 1& boi vi anh chua
bao gio hét Ién ca. Chua bao gio trudc mat co6 va chua bao gio voi ké nao ca.
Heén gi Jessie Ann d3 dé dang nhin thay diém yéu cua anh trong hai lan ho gip
nhau. Ai lai muén nhé lai cai thoi bi goi la Ca bu cht?

“Con nhoc d6 da 16i thoi rdi, anh a,” em gai anh t6t bung giai thich.

Anh ciling chang biét vi sao thang nao cling dién ra cai sy kién nay nita.
Mace, chi géai anh ta, Sissy Mae, Ronnie Lee, ban do1 Brendon Shaw cua
Ronnie Lee, va c6 vo Dez cia Mace cung nhau gap g& va an trua tai Kingston
Arms, khach san thudc so hitu cia Shaw. Nguoi binh thuong khong biét dén su
ton tai ctia phong an tach biét nay va noi ddy ciing chi phuc vu riéng cho nhiing
d6ng loai ctia ho. Mot khong gian trung 1ap cho tat ca moi giong loai. Va ciing
1a noi ¢6 mén banh mi Phap ngon nhat hanh tinh nay.

“Khéng chi c¢6 thé dau, Sissy Mae,” Ronnie nhic nhd ¢6. “Con mai toc cia

c0 ta nira. Bao nhi€u mau sac hoa tron trén mot mai dau. That dung 1 tham hoa.

Trong chang ngau hay thoi thugng gi ca. Mot trong nhitng mai toc ngu xuan
nhat ma t& ting thay.”

“C6 ta 1a Cho hoang ma,” Smitty gam gir, cd ging diéu khién ngon ltra tirc
gian dang chyc chd bung phat. Mot ngon Itra hiém khi, that ra la chang bao gio,
xuat hién. “Tat ca Cho hoang déu c6 by nhiéu mau sic trén dau, trir phi ho
nhudm toc.”

“Vay thi 1& ra c6 ta nén nhuém quéch né di cho roi. Mai toc d6 chi khién co
ta tr¢ thanh mgt muc tiéu di dong thoéi.”

“T61 khong hiéu 1am” Dez an mdt thia yén mach va 1én ti€ng hoi, trong long
Oom céu con trai dang ban rit gao. “Gitra cac cau va Cho hoang thi c6 gi khac
nhau chu?”

Pung 14 dén nhanh thi di cling nhanh, Smitty cam thay con gian ctia minh
xep xudng rd rét. Dez co strc anh hudng nhat dinh v6i anh. C6 d& dang pham
phai nhitng cAm ki cua thé giéi ngudi bién hinh, va 1an ndo co ciing lam anh
cudi ldn cudi bo. Gidng nhu xem tau lira bi 1at 4y.

Vai phut tr61 qua, cudi cung Dez cling da nhan ra c¢6 da trd thanh tiéu diém
cua can phong. Ban do1 cua c6 nhan nha tya lung vao ghé, tay bat chéo trudc
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nguc, khudén mat cuoi trén noi dau ctia nguoi khac, dé xem lan nay Dez s€ giai
vay cho minh nhu thé nao day. C6 ddo mat nhin moi nguoi va nhin vai. “Sao
nao?”

Sissy mé miéng mubn noi gi d6, nhung Ronnie da ngit 10i trude khi Sissy c6
thé noi ra nhiing 101 ton thuong dén tinh ban lanh manh gitra ba nguoi phu nit.

“Bon to1 1a S61,” Ronnie Lee giai thich ngan ngon. “Ché hoang, nodi trang ra,
la loai cho.”

“Co gia thuyét cho rang cho hoang 1a loai chd dau tién ton tai,” Mace tot
bung b6 sung, ban tay van khong quén trdém 1ay vai miéng thit xng khoi tur dia
cua vo.

Sissy Mae d:fly dia thuc an trong ra noi khac. “Quén di, quén di. Sao bong
dung anh lai nhac dén con nguoi nay thé ha Bobby Ray?”

“Anh di gip co ta tai budi tiéc bon anh nhan bao vé vao thir Sau vira roi.”
Anh khong con mit mili nao nhic dén cudc cham tran tdi qua. Ca Mace ciing
vay. Anh van khong thé tin dugc. C6 a4 dam goi anh 1a Bubba. Chuyén dy co
khac gi truc tiép nhd vao mit anh dau.

Mace lac dau, tuoi cudi nhin cau con trai cung dang gam gur va tan cong
minh khi ban tay xau xa cta anh lai thdé di miéng banh mi trén dia cia Dez.
“Thoi bo di, Smitty. Cau khong xtmg vaoi co ta dau. Co ta con chang nhd noi
cau la ai.”

Sissy va Ronnie dua mat nhin nhau.

“Khong xtrng vo1 ai co?” Sissy hoi. “Jessie Ann?”

“Co 1€ luc em quen biét ¢o ta thi d6 van con la Jessie Ann. Nhung gio nguoi
phu ntr ay da 1a Jessica Ann Ward. Con ciu, cdu trai ndng thon chét phac than

mén clia toi, mot phan nghin co hoi ciing khong dén phién cau dau.”

Dez théng lung mdt chut. “Moi ngudi dang noi vé Jess Ward a2 Chua oi, bon
em cling da 1au 1am r61 chua gap mat nhau.”

“Em biét Jessica Ward?” Thé quai nao Dez lai co thé chiu dung dugc cai
giong di€u trich thuong cua I su to nhu thé nhi, Smitty that sy khong thé hleu
ndi. C6 chang c6 mong Vuot' Chang c6 rang nanh, vi thé c6 khong thé giéng
nhu Smitty, giai toa tirc t6i ciia minh vao nhiing budi sin ban duoc.

“Pung vay, em biét Jessica Ward, thua Quy Ngai Hom Hinh.”

“Tbi rat thich nghe ¢ goi anh ta nhu thé,” Sissy cudi.
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“Vai nam vé trudc, bon to1 da tirng lam viéc chung.” Dez mim cuoi véi cau
con trai dang ngo ngay trong long. “Ca ddm bon t61 ti€c dut rudt khi cod ay quyét
dinh nghi viéc. Co ta kha gioi ay cha.”

Sissy nhudn may va hoéi, “Pung ndi véi to1 con thd nhat cay do lai trg thanh
canh sat nhé.”

“Khong phai canh sat. La ki thuat vién. Chuyén gia cong ngh¢ may tinh. Co
ay rat gioi, nhung 16i ¢6 4y xin nghl dé thanh 1ap doanh nghiép riéng. Va gio thi
cd 4y giau nat vach do tuong roéi.” Dez nhin Smitty. “Mace néi dung ddy. Anh
khong xting voi nguoi ta dau.”

Smitty hon ddi ra mat. “Tai sao cac nguoi cir phai lam ton thuong t6i thé
ha?”

“Boi vi chuyén nay rat vui?”

“Boi vi cha dap anh rat dé dang.”

“T6i thich nhin ciu khéc 16c 1am.”

Smitty thé dai. “Théi, xem nhu t6i chua noi gi hét di vay.”
“Sao rdi, bita hen cua bod thé nao?”

Jess ddo tron mat trude cau hoi cua May. “Té khong mudn nhac dén chuyén
nay dau.”
Y

May nhan mat. “T¢ vay a?”
“Chan cuc luon.”
“T¢ rat tiec, cung a.”

Jess dtmg 1én va mang dia thirc an sang dén bon rira. “Dau phai 161 cta cau.
Chi 1a bon t& khong hop nhau thoi.”

Jess vira rira sach chiéc dia ctia minh vira noi bang quo. “Va tbi qua, t& da
gap lai Bobby Ray Smith & nha hang.”

“0?” May hoi, giong ndi ciing tiy tién khong kém. “Roi sao nita?”
“A thi” - Jess lau kho ban tay va xoay ngudi lai - “C6 thé noi 1a...”

Cai canh bon muoi nguoi Chéd hoang dot ngdt xuat hién va chen chuc nhau
trong nha bép cuia Hi s& Bay cot chi dé nghe dugc cau tra 101 cua Jess khién
cau noi cua co nghen cirng ngay ¢6 hong.
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Phil ra ddu v&i ¢6. “Nhanh 18n. K& moi chi tiét. Dimng bo sot thtr gi ca.”
Va c6 that su da bo di rat “nhanh”. Véo mot cai, ra théng cura chinh va tu do.

Smitty ra hi¢u vo1 Dez va c6 vui vé ddt cau con trai cung vao long anh. “To1
chi bi€t la... Jessie Ann van con dé thuong chan.”

“Varat khong quan tam dén ciu.”

Smitty quéc mét nhin théng ban khdn nan. “Céu c6 can phai nhai di nhai lai
diép khuc nay khong?”

“Bobby Ray ltic nao ciing dé dang cam thong cho nhitng nang cong chiia gip
kho khan.”

“O1 Bobby Ray, xin chang hdy ctru em,” em gai anh ché nhao. “Em v6 cung
yeéu dudi va méng manh.”

“Ctru em vo1, ho1 Bobby Ray,” Ronnie cting nhap hoi, “Em bi méc ket dudi
bang ghé...”

“... trén tang cay...”
“.. trong hé thong thong gi6 cia trudng...”
Hai c6 ban than liéc mét nhin nhau va dé)ng loat la 1én, “Lai mot lan nita!”

Smitty mac ké tro 16 lang ctia hai con bo nay, anh bd qua tiéng cuo1 nhao am
icua ho va hoi, “Co ta roi thi tran khi nao vay?”

Ronnie van con dang khtc khich cuoi, ¢6 suy nghi mdt chut roi1 dap. “Ngay
sau khi Bu Bam té xudng nui.”

“Thanh than a, co6 1€ co ta say dén coc biét gi luon ay,” Sissy noi. “Co a gy
xuong suon va cd hai chan. Phai mat lau 1am md&i hoan toan binh phuc lai

duge,” ¢6 bd sung, trong giong ndi mang theo chut thuong tiéc that long.

“Bay cua Jessie bao rang c6 ta da lam Alpha cua ho dugc muoi sdu ndm roi.”
Smitty noi.

“Ciing c6 thé 1am. C6 ta bo di trude khi bon em hoc xong 16p mudi mot.”

“Cha. Alpha ctia Biy cho co ddy,” Sissy khinh bi. “Em s& phai 1am gi khi
dugc ngdi vao vi tri vinh hanh ay nhi?”

“Tré thanh con ché danh hoi gidi nhat qua dat?”
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Dez lac dau. “Hai ¢6 dé tién that day.”
“To1 ¢o the lam gi day? Co ta ludn khién cho t61 tré nén xau xa.”

“That ra,” Ronnie nhac nh¢ Sissy, “ai cling ¢6 thé khién cho chung ta tré nén
xau xa.”

“Cau noi chi li day.”

Smitty thé dai, co chut budn ba. “Cé khi nao co ta bo di 1a vi toi khong, cac
cau nghi sao?”
Noi ban khoin cta anh 1a that long, du sao Smitty ciing da ting bao boc ¢b

v6 cung tot. Nhung tiéng cuoi rén 1i ciia moi ngudi c6 mat khién long tu trong
cua anh b1 da thuong nghi€ém trong.

“Chéng c6 gi dé ké ca. Té nhin thay Bobby Ray, va cudc gip gd nay kéo dai
chua day nam phut.”

“Bi cdo no1 doi day,” Sabina budce td1. “Nhung ching ta s€ tim ra sy that.”

Ho day Jess vao mot chiéc ghé va Sabina bing bung ngén tay. Ca bon dat
thir ay vao long ban tay cua c6 va cd bat dau gio n6 Ién trudc mat Jess.

Jess khit miii. “Pung ndi cac cau tin rang t& s€ dau h...”

“Pen, s0-cd-la den,” Sabina thi tham €m &i. “V&i qua oc cho. Vua dugce lay
ra tu 10 nuong day.”
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Sabina dat chiéc banh brownie” yéu thich cua Jess dudi miii cua c6. Mé banh
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brownie cung vdi cookie” vira dugc nudng dé chuan bi cho chuyén da ngoai tai
so thl trua nay.

Jess tho tay voi ldy khay banh, nhung Sabina dé giat no lai. “O khong. Cau
phai ké cho bon t& nghe tit ca moi thir vé& cudc gip g& nam phut véi gi Soi Ay
trugc da.”

“Théi duoc,” Jess ddng ¥, miéng bat dau chop chép thém thudng. “Nhung tat
cd sO banh trén chao déu l1a cua t6.”

“Néu bao tir cau c6 thé dung nap chung thi di nhién thoi, ban than a.”
“Khi ndo cdu méi di 1anh hét chi phiéu dot cudi day?” Smitty hoi Mace.
Mace, cu6i cung cling da an uong no né, dua vao lung ghé va khodc tay ra sau

lung ghé€ vg anh ta, vuot ve vai cd. “Cau quén di.”

“To1 s€ di voi cau.”
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“Quén-di. Toé1 dén d6 dé lam an. T6i khong muodn cau lang vang xung quanh
co ta hét nhu mot tén yéu rau xanh dau.”

B¢ con trong long anh, Pau D4, tén khai sinh 1a Marcus Patrick Llewellyn,
mim cuoi va voi tay nam ldy ngén tay anh. Anh c6 thé cam nhan duoc bo mong
vudt bé nho phia dudi lan da cdu bé. Tuy nhién, ching sé khong xuat hién cho
dén khi Marcus chinh thirc budc vao giai doan day thi. Khong can dén bo vubt
dé phan biét nguoi thudng v6i nhitng ké bién hinh. Cau bé c6 d6i mit xam pha
tron xanh 14 ctia me Dez, nhung thién than nho bé ki diéu nay - va cling l1a con
trai d& dau cua Smitty, van c6 nhitng biéu cam lanh lung va sat da ciia mot loai
tha sin moi. Gidng nhu bd nd vay.

Smitty cuoi voi Dez. “Dao nay co thé nao roi, ban hién cua t61? To1 biét,
nudi dudng mot ké giong bon té1 khong dé dang chit nao.”

“Kha 6n. C6 bao mau Bao dém di giup d& toi rat nhiéu. Nhung lan dau tién
nghe thang bé gam gur, to1 suyt 1én con dau tim ludn ay chi.”

“C6 ay thét 1én va ném thang bé vé phia t6i.”

Dez cau c6 mang Mace. “Em khong hé ném con trai vé phia anh nh¢. Em chi
chuyen thang bé cho anh va nhanh chong quay vé phong vi em chi mudn Gp mit
vao goi va thét 1én cho do s¢ ma thoi.”

“To1 thay ¢6 ay tron dudi gam giuong véi i cho.”

“Em chi dang nhat dd choi cho chung théi, tén khén bom-to nay.” Co quay
lai nhin Smitty. “Toi chi cén chut thoi gian dé lam quen v61 moi thir ma thoi.
Cau biét day, nhimng trang gam g, r1t g0, 16i ca kéu meo meo nhu méo nita.
ROi t6i s& ¢ thé cham soc thang bé...

“Ha ha,” Mace cuo1 kho khoc.

“Khi nao c6 mé1 quay tré lai S& Canh sat?” Smitty ¢ tinh hoi, bé1 vi anh rat
muon nhin thay cd ngudi Mace cang clirng vi s¢ hai.

Co thd dai. “Ngay mai. Ho yéu cau t6i som quay trd lai. Noi gi ma ca bon vo
cung tuyét vong. Toi cling dinh tir chdi ho rdi, nhung Mace lai bao toi khong
nén hi sinh coéng viéc nhu vay.” C6 vudt vudt dui chong minh va trao mot tia
nhin tham tinh, néng thim sang cho anh, lay Chaa, mdi khi nhin thdy 4nh mét
nay, Mace chi mudn bé trén ma thoéi. “Anh qua 13 mot nguoi chong d6 luong
day, anh yéu a.”

“Um... ding. Cam on em.”
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Mace xoay sang phia Shaw, anh bat dau ban tan vé khach san, Smitty nhin
thidy Dez, Ronnie va Sissy Mae dang Ién lut nhin nhau ty méan. “Nay,” Smitty
noi, “c6 phai ca ba ¢ dang... Oi!”

Moi anh nhin trong gian phong déu do vé anh va anh phai nghién chit ham
rang dé giai toa bot con dau don dot ngdt va bén nhon truyén dén tir ban chan
t61 nghiép dang bi Dez gidm dap khong thuong tiéc dudi mit ban.

“Cau bi cai gi thé ha?” Mace von v hoi thim, nhu thé ga ta that su quan tam
dén anh vay.

Smitty lac dau trong khi Dez nhe nhang vuon tay ddy vai soi toc 10a xoa
trudc mat anh ra cho khac. “T6i nghi cau bé tdi nghi€p nay bi chudt rat roi,
ding khong nao?”

Lan nay anh gat dau, tiéng noi mic ket lai giita cd hong khi Dez dung got
giay giam manh vao nhiing ngén chan bé bong cua anh.

“Cau luo1 di san qua day,” Mace trach moc, sau do tiép tuc cudce tro chuyén
v6i1 Shaw. “Phai san nhiéu thi mdi khong bi chudt rat, hiéu chua?”

Dez hon ma anh va thi thim 101 de doa vao tai anh, “Anh ma hé rang noi mot
chir - em bdo dam sudt do1 nay, ho cling khong tim thay xac anh.”

S6i 1a mot sinh vat thong minh va chung c6 kha ning nhan biét khi nao mot
ké san m6i manh hon chung dang & gan.

Smitty van con 6m thing bé, trong cu cdu vui vé ra mit khi duoc nhin thay
sy xau xa cua me minh, anh hira hen, “Khong, khong bao gio.”

Jess tha minh 1én bd s6-pha, canh c6 1a mot cau bé muoi sdu tuoi dang cham
chu doc sach va co gang gia vo cai sinh vat tén Jessie nay khong ng6i ké bén no.

C6 mo¢ laptop va khéi dong may. “Chau khong cung moi nguoi di s¢ thi a?”
co hoi.

Jonathan DeSerio, hay con goi la Johnny, lac dau d6i mat van dan chat vao
quyén sach trude mat. Sau do, cau ta dot ngot ngang 1én, giong noi gip gap thiy
13, “Trir khi ¢6 mudn chau tham gia. Lan sau chau s& di.”

Trong vong ba nam lién tiép ké tir khi me Johnny qua doi, dich vu tré em
lién tuc thuyén chuyén ciu tir nha nudi dudng nay sang nha nuoi dudng khac.
T4t ca bon ho déu khong thich cau bé nay, li do thi c6 1& chi nhitng nguoi bién
hinh déng loai m&i hiéu duogc. V&i nguoi thuong, cdu bé 13 mét sy ton tai ki
qudc. Cling dang théi. Cau bé nao phai nguoi thuong, chi it khong hoan toan 1a
con nguoi.
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Sau do, Johnny dugc mot phan khu chuyén cham s6c nhitng tré em bién hinh
md ¢bi thudc Dich vu Bao trg Tré em tim ra. Ho dinh nhd mot trong nhiing Bﬁy
s6i dia phuong cuu mang cdu, nhung 1i s6i ndo dong ¥. Cudi cung, Dich vu Bao
trg Tré em danh tim dén Jess va nhd By cira ¢ trong nom ciu. Du sao ho ciing
déu thudc ho nha cho.

Jess di nhién dong ¥ ngay tap ly. Va co da cd ging 1am hét kha ning dé
khién cau bé c6 the hoa nhap voi moi truong song moi, nhung sau trong tam tu
Johnny, cdu bé van 8¢ hai ho s lai tur chdi cau. Giéng nhu nhimg gia dinh trudc
day vay. Johnny van chua nhan ra cdu sé& khong di dau ca. Ho s& khong dot
nhién ghét bo va quyét dinh téng c6 cdu ra vé dudng. Cho hoang khéng hanh xir
nhu thé. Mot khi ban da duoc chép nhan, ban s& vinh vién 13 chién hitu cua ho.
Kha twong tw véi Mafia, ngoai trir chuyén phai cit mau an thé va giét nguoi
thueé.

“Johnny nay, néu chau khong mudn di dén so tha thi ding di, chau khong
can phai ép budc ban than dau.”

“Puoc.”

Sau vai phut im ling, c6 lai hoi, “Thé chau di nghe...” “Khong.”
“Co khong lo rang...” “Chau khong co.”

“Thé thi t6t r6i.”

Johnny dugc gido vién vi-6-16ng ctia minh gidi thi¢u mot chuong trinh am
nhac mua hé cyc ki danh gia, va cau bé di quyét dinh dang ki tham gia. Cudc
chay dua gianh suat vé tham du cuc ki khoc 1iét va chi nhirng nha am nhac gioi
nhat méi duge nhan. Jess co niém tin ciu bé s& lam dugc, nhung 10 rang Johnny
lai khong. Nhung khong sao cd. Co ¢o6 du tin tudng danh cho cd hai nguoi ho.

Kristan, c6 con gai rugu cia May va Danny, budc vao gian phong khach,
trong con bé rat dé thuong vai chiéc 4o khoac mau hong vién 16ng, mét chiéc
vay ngan va quan legging® dai dé giit 4m.

Kristan nhin xuéng Johnny. “Cau van con ngdi & day sao?”

“Khong,” cau ta khong them liéc mat nhin con bé mot cai, giong ndéi mang y

. : ~ A A 2 \ b 4 . /‘\ 7 a3 A a3 x \ 4 5

gicu cot 10 rét. “Pay chi la hinh anh ba chi€u cua t61 thoi. Toi van con ¢ Utah
day.”

Jess khit mili. Cho dén gid phut nay, Kristan 1a nguoi duy nhit ¢ thé khién
Johnny tro nén coi md va hoa dong hon. Phuong phép cta ¢d bé chinh 1a choc
gian d6i phuong, nhung lay Chtia, mot khi Ngai dd mudn cach thic nay hiéu
nghiém thi du thé nao né ciing s& hiéu nghiém thoi.
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“Lac 10 nhoc kia di dén sé thu thi cdu ta cling dang ngoi ngay cai vi tri nay
day a,” con bé bat dau mach 1éo véi Jess.

“Thé tai sao chau khong di?”
“Gi co a? Chau qua truong thanh dé 1am chuyén d6 roi.”
“Chang ai qué truong thanh dé dén so tha ca.”

Kristan ddo tron mat. “Sao cling duge. Chau di dén nha hang day. Pi cung
khong?”

Jess nhin sang Johnny nhung hinh nhu cau bé van chua nhan ra Kristan dang
moi cau. Co dung khuyu tay huych vao suon mat cdu va Johnny giat nay nguoi
1én. “HA?”

Chang trach sao Jess lai thich thang nhéc nay dén vay, cau ta dung 1a phién
ban nam cua c6 ma.

“Nha hang,” Kristan ddy. “An t6i théi. C6 banh mi kep thit nay. Khoai tay
chién nay. RAt rat nhiéu s6t ca chua nita. Sau do, ta c¢6 thé dén khu tro choi dién
tr hay xem bo phim nao d6. Trir phi cAdu mudn chui ric & day cing v6i nhiing
cu gia.”

“Chau biét di c6 thé danh chau khong thuong tiéc ma, dung khong? Pung vé
tré qua déyz” Jess noi, anh mét co sic 1ém, nhung ddi lai ¢o chi nhan dugc cai

~

dao-tron-mat-tang-kém-tiéng-thd-dai-day-ngao-ngan cua lii oat con... € hem... It
tré con nay ma thoi.

“Da vang, thua me.”
“Pi cling dugc thoi.” Johnny nhin Jess va ¢6 chi nhun nhun vai.
“Tuy chéu thoi, nhoc a.”

Johnny van chua quyét dinh duoc, ciu nhoc ding day nhung ban tay vin 6m
chat quyén sach.

“Cau dinh dem quyén sach do dén nha hang that 4? T bao dam véi cau, to
tht vi hon may quyén sach cii ki, do hoi nay nhiéu.”

“Nay!” Jess canh cdo. “Chau an noi cho can than nheé. Quyén sach nay chinh
la Chta té€ cua nhiing chiéc nhan day.”

“No1 &m anh vo1 tdce tién cua di dung 1a khong lanh manh chit nao.”
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Johnny van don gian dang do voi veé mat ngay ngdc, va Kiristan lai tho dai
ngan ngam, cd bé giat quyen sach ra khoi tay cu va ném vé phia Jess. “T§ s&
gidi thiéu vai co nang cho ciu quen. Bao dam quyén rii hét chd ché.”

“Kristan Jade!”

“Xin 101, xin 101.” Kristan ndm lay tay Johnny va kéo cau di vé€ phia ctra
trudce. “Gap lai sau nhé, di Jess.”

Johnny quay dau lai nhin Jess, va c6 cam thay vo ciing vui vé khi nhin thay
ve mat s¢' s¢t ranh ranh cua cau. Khong hoang mang, khong tuyét vong, chi la
Johnny khong thé xo6a nhoa ndi s¢ hdi trudc nhitng ké hoach cua c6 Ché hoang
ngao man nay. Pang la tién b rd rét.

“Choi vui nhé,” Jess noi véi theo trude khi tiép tuc chui mili vao laptop cua
minh. Bay cua c6 da khoc 16¢ tham thuong - ding vay, 1a khoc 16¢ tham thuong
- khi c6 no6i s€ vao van phong lam viéc. Vay co6 thdéa hi€p nhu thé nao? Lam viéc
trén ghé so-pha. Chi it nhu thé, ¢6 con c6 thé nhdp hdi an dém cung bon ho.

Jess khong rd dd dam minh trong cong viéc bao 1au, dot nhién, cd nghe tiéng
dién thoai vang 1én inh 6i. C6 1€ Johnny hay Kristan dang goi vé, thé nén co lap
turc bat may.

“Jess nghe day.”

‘GNéy.”

CO6 cau may. “Nay... 1a a1 vay?”

“La Smitty?”

Jess nhan nh6é mat may. Ping 1a 1i lgm nhu mot con dia can mai khong
budng vay. “Sao anh lai c6 s6 cua t61?”

“Xin 13, bi mat qubc gia khong thé tiét 1.”
“0!1” ¢ ndi voi mot giong di€u han hoan vui vé. “Puoc thoi.”

Co dap mdy ngay tirc khic va ném no sang chiéc ghé banh nam tit dang xa.
“Thang khon.”

Smitty nhin vao tin hi€u két ndi bi ngét trén man hinh dié€n thoai mat tran dﬁy
vé so hai.

“Co ta dam dap may.”

Ronnie vo vo chan anh. “T61 chac rang ¢6 ta khong...”

'P
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“Dap may cua to1!”

Brendon Shaw cudi ngat ngh€o. “Noi that long, trudc day t6i chua bao gio
chu y dén Jessica Ward c4. Nhung gio thi... to61 phdi ndi t61 bat dau thich c¢6 ta
roi day.”

Ronnie ddm vao tay ban doi cia minh va noi véi anh, “Anh con nhé nhiing
lan thao luan cta ching ta vé thoi khac thich hop dé phat biéu va khong phat
biéu truéc mat nhitg ngudi nha Smith khong? Pay chinh 1a dién hinh cta thoi
khic khong thich hop dé phat biéu day.”

Smitty nhin c6 em gai dang nhan nhi tya lung vao chiéc ghé da ém 4i. Can
ho ctia Brendon Shaw dugc trang bi nhitng moén ndi that rat 16n va thoai mai, va
mic cho bon Méo c6 buc boi nhu thé nao thi, nhitng cha So1 van rét thich ghe
qua thu gidn bat cir khi nao ho thich.

“T6i 1a Bobby Ray Smith,” Smitty trin thuat don gian voi dong loai cua
minh.

“Pung vdy,” Sissy dong y. “Nhung 13 rang 1a Jessie Ann bé nho chang xem
day ra cai tha gi.”

“Tbi biét,” Shaw vira n6i vira cudi nac né. “Hiy cung toi di quanh phong va
ho to tén hai ta 1én nhi. Vi biét dau thay doi duoc gi thi sao?”

“Chiia 0i, anh dang 1a mot tén chd chét ma,” Smitty gam 1én, anh dang mudn
tim mot bao cat trat gian va c6 vé nhu da ¢6 mot nguodi ty nguyén roi day.

“00666. Qua 1a nhitng 101 n6i hung hon duoc thét ra tir miéng mot ké vira bi
tr cho1 bd1 mot c6 cho 1ong xody Nam Phi.”

Ronnie thé dai. “Anh khong biét lic ndo nén ngdm miéng ca.”
Smitty dung day. “Con c6 gi mudn trin trdi v6i toi khong, thang ranh?”

“Khong he.” Shaw ding 1én theo. “T61 cling giong nhu cd gai khong co bat
ki tinh cam nao véi anh thoi, gitra hai ta khong co6 bat ki thir gi dang noéi ca.”

Smitty bam bung b vuot cua minh ra va anh cdm gidc dugc nhiing chiéc
rang nanh sac nhon dam vao c6 minh, thir cudi cung anh nghe dugc chinh la

tiéng thét cua Ronnie Lee, “Smitty, dirng ddm vao mit chong em!”

Ghi chu:
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1. Spot: Tén khoa hoc Leiostomus xanthurus, mot loai c4 séng & ving bién
Bac bai Tay Duong, trén vay nguc c6 mot dau cham den. Ca du thuong dugc
nuodi deé lay thit va dé 1am canh.

2. M6t loal banh lam tir s6-co-1a den, bo va bt ca cao.

3. Mét loai banh ngot nho, thuong dugce lam tir bot mi, tring, duong, bo, dau
an va cac thanh phan khac nhu nho kho, yén mach, s6-c6-la chip hay céac loai
hat.

4. Mot loai quan dugc may bang chat liu vai thun bo, c6 do co gian cao, bod
sat vao chan nguoi mac.

5. Mot tiéu bang & mién Tay Hoa K.
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