Tac Gia: Chau Van Van Ngueoi Dich: To Hinh TRAM - CHIM LIEN CANH

Chuong 15
Phon Hoa Pua Tién

% ngua nham thang hudng Tay, roi dimg lai canh cira Khai Vién.

bam dong xiim xit & do, ai ndy déu ngang dau nhin 1én tudong thanh, x6n xao
ban tan. Gilia tiéng 6n ao, Hoang Tu Ha xuong xe, ngudc nhin Ién tudng thanh
cao ngat phia trén cua Khai Vién.

Vuong Téng Thuc lanh lung nhin ¢6 di vé phia tuong thanh, khép cira xe lai.

Hoang Tu Ha timg budc di dén, thdy mot 6ng ldo dang ding trén tuong
thanh canh thanh 1au. Gitia gi6 rét cat da, 6ng lao dung trén cao, gao 1én nhu xé
hong: “Quy vuong muu phan, giét chét anh em, tro1 dat khong dung!”

Hoang Tu Ha chim réi budc thém hai budc, lang 1€ dung gitta dam dong
nhin 1én. Tuy guong mat ong lao da meo mo ca di, giong khan dac dén khong
nd nghe k¥, nhung ¢6 van nhan ra do6 1a cha cia Truong Hang Anh.

“Truong Hang Anh con ldo 1a thi vé phu Quy, dé phat hién ra dé tam lam
phan cua Quy vuong tur 1au! N6 khong chiu n6i gido cho gidc, cu tuyét két be
két dang v6i nhitng ké dién 16 ay! Gid tén phan nghich ay di bj bat giam, nhung
trong pht van c6 ké rap tAm ctru trg, con 130 tin trung voi nude, toan bat giir du
dang Quy vuong, ndo ngd lai that bai trong gang tc, con bi ngudi ta 4m hai, gio
hay n6 di chét, nhung ciling lam rang mit ca nha ho Truong! Lam vé vang cho
dong toc!”

Nghe nhimg loi cudng loan cta Truong Vi ich, Hoang Ta Ha do ra bat dong,
gita tiéng xon xao cla nhirng nguoi xung quanh, c¢6 chi thdy anh mit trdi sau
lung 130 Truong 1da ca mat.

Choang vang, c6 danh cup mat xudng, khong ddm nhin Ong l3o nira.

Cach d6 khong xa, mot ngudi ngodi lai nhin cd, chinh 1a Chu Tir Tan. Vé
mat ga day kinh ngac hoang loan nhu khong dam tin, vira thay ¢, gi thoang do
du, roi chen qua dam dong di dén, nhung nguoi xung quanh qua dong, kho ma
chen qua duogc, gi da nhin ¢6 tir xa roi lai ngudc 1én nhin Truong Vi ich phia
trén tuong thanh.

“Trdi cao ¢6 mat, duong kim thanh thugng duc d§, mudn dan thién ha chi
mong som ngay diét trur yéu nghiét, tra lai sy yén binh cho giang son Dai
Duong ta...” Noi dén day giong 1ao da dut quang roi loan, khong nghe dugc
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nita. Thi ra linh canh trén thanh thdy 6ng ldo cang noi cang 16n xon, da kep chat
hai tay ldo, toan 161 xuong dudi.

Hoang Tir Ha dung bat dong nhin canh tugng nhén nhao 4y nhu thidy Ngac
vuong dang dung trén gac Tuong Loan mang chiri Ly Thu Bach.

Hai ngudi khac nhau nhung 16i néi lai tuong dong, tinh canh gan nhu khong
khac may may.

Tiéng ban tan xung quanh nhao nhac nhu ong v& t6.
“No6i vay 1a Quy vuong dinh 1am phan that u?”

“Al bao khong phai dau nao! Quy vuong trudce la giét chét Ngac vuong, glo
lai bi thi vé trong phu liéu chét ngan can, tiéc rang that bai trong gang tic, 6i..

“Ta chang da n6i Quy vuong bi Bang Huan nhap xac, rap tdm 1at d6 thién ha
Dai Buong, cac nguoi con khong chiu tin!”

“Thanh thuong minh giam, Quy vuong da bi giam long, ké nao trong phu
con ¢0 khang cy chi?”

“Tém lai khong ngoai may tén hoan quan lai cai kia! Chi thuong cho Ngac
vuong cung cha con nha ho Truong, mdt long trung v&i nudc ma bi hai chét
nhu vay!”

“Quy vuong giét anh em rudt thit, ching ctr ranh ranh, hang nguoi khong
bang cam thu nay, chét ciing chang c6 gi dang tiéc!”

“Ai, Quy vuong trudc khi bi Bang Huan nhép xéc ciing c6 cong voi xa tic,
thdnh thuong nhan dtre, ha c6 thé noi giét 1a giét u?”

“Du toi chét dugc mién, nhung cling phai trirng phat that nang, hoac phé lam
thuong dan, hoac luu day giam cam, bang khong phai an ndi ra sao voi thién
ha?’,

'Nghe dan ching ban luén, ¢6 cling va mé héi lanh, nhat thoi ngay ra, chang
biét minh dang ¢ trén gac T Phuong hom ay, hay dang dimg dudi cong Khai
Vién hom nay.

Chot nghe dam déng ri am bén, tiéng rt cta phu nir tré con thé tham hon ai
hét, song Hoang Tir Ha dudng nhu khong con cam giac. C6 chi biét givong mat
tran trn nhin Truong Vi fch trén tuong thanh ving ra khoi tay cac binh linh,
g0 1én dién dai roi tung ngudi nhay 1én, lao thiang xudng dudi.

Nhanh dén mtrc chi von ven trong méot khoanh khic ngan ngui.
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Song tam tri Hoang Tt Ha lai trong rong that lau.

Ca dat troi thoat chdc toi sim, roi thanh mot mau sang trang That lau, mot
blrc man vang xam mai tir tir kéo 1én, cham rdi nhudém lai sic mau vén c6 cho
canh vat trudc mat.

C6 dimg do bat dong gitra ddm dong tan loan kinh hoang.

Co6 ké do x6 dén xem ndo nhié¢t, cd6 ngudi khi€p sog bod chay, tua ho s¢ mui
mau tanh. C6 ké gao 1én: “Chét ro1, chét tham qua, phot ca 6c ra!” Lai c6 nguoi

om dura bé khoc oa oa, diu giong dd danh.

Doi cho con hdn loan tam 1éng Xuéng, Hoang Tir Ha méi than tho di dén.
Moi nguoi thady vé mat co trong rong dén dang so thi 1t lugt nhuong duong,
tham doan han la nguoi quen cua 6ng l3o.

Hoang Tu Ha di dén gitra ddm dong, thay Chu Tu Tan dang ngodi do ra bén
thi thé Truong Vi Ich. G3 do dan nhin co, roi coi 40 ngoai pha 1én mit 130
Truong, ding diy dén bén canh ¢, hoi lau chang néi 16i nao.

Nguoi xung quanh ciing tur tir tan di.

Pam tiéu lai phu Kinh Triéu cudi cing ciing dén, vi Truong Vi ich gieo
minh tu van trude bao nhiéu con mat, tinh tiét rit don gian, ngudi xung quanh
déu c6 thé lam ching nén ho chi viéc ghi lai 10i chig cta vai nguoi 1a xong.
Ké dan dau trude day timg gip Chu Tir Tan may lan, bén kéo gi sang mot bén
hoi nhoé: “Ttr Tan nay, t6i nghe ndi chuyén nay lién quan dén Quy vuong ha?”

Chu Tt Tan ngan ngudi, nhung cudi cung cling gét dau dap: “Phai... Truong
130 ba trudce lac 1am chung, dung 1a da mang chui Quy vuong.”

“Noi1 nhiing gi?”

Chu Tir Tan nhiu may ngam nght, song lai lac dau: “Chuyén xdy ra qua dot
ngdt, to1 quén mat cau tir cu thé rdi... Huynh c6 thé héi nhitng ngudi khac, nhat
dinh phai c6 may trim mot ngan ngudi nghe thay 10i Truong 130 ba.”

Ngudi phu Kinh Triéu duong nhién biét gd khong mudn thuat lai nhitng 10
xuc pham Quy vuong, nén cling khong ¢€p, chap tay bao: “Pa vay toi di hoéi
nhitng nguoi khac trude nhé.”

Ngb tac phu Kinh Triéu d3 bay sén vai trang du che, bat dau kiém tra thi thé
Truong Vi Ich.

“Xéac thuc 1a roi tu trén cao xudng tor vong.” Sau khi kiém tra so bg, ngo tac
két luan, ro1 lai moi Chu T Tan xem xét lai. Hom nay Chu Tu Tan gap hai bién
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¢d nén kiém 101 khac thuong, cung ngd tac xem mot luot, khéng dinh 1a roi tu
trén cao xuong, vd nat dau, gay co, chét ngay lap tuec.

“Bao nhiéu nguoi ching kién 6ng ta nhay xudng, 1€ nao con khong biét lam
sao chét nira u?” Ngo tac ndi roi ky tén vao bién ban nghiém thi.

Mot nguoi khiac ndéi chen vao: “Nguyén nhan cai chét thi rd r61, chi la
nguyén nhan nhay xudng thi kho néi lam... phai viét thé nao vao ho so day?”

Thi linh ctia chung lic dau dap: “Kho 1am, ta thay cir quay vé xin y kién roi
tinh.”

Chu Tt Tan hon xiéu phach lac ngoai nhin Hoang Tir Ha, thdy guong mit
ban ndy con hoang hét, gid da binh tinh lai. C6 cham rai bao ga: “Cong tu di hoi
thur xem, Truong 130 ba lam sao leo 1én dugc thanh 14u?” Chu Tu Tan am U 10i
quay ngudi di vé phia cau thang dan 1én thanh lau. Chang bao lau sau gi da
quay lai, noi gi d6 véi tén linh dang kiém céc di vat trén ngudi 130 Truong, cam
liy 1énh bai trong dong d6 dua cho Hoang Tir Ha, thi thao: “Dung 1énh bai nay
dé 1én déy.” Hoang Tt Ha nhin, thi ra 1a 1énh bai thi v¢ vuong phu, han 1a d6
cua Truong Hang Anh.

Co cam lay xem xét roi néi khé: “Pay han 1a vat Truong nhi ca deo bén
nguoi... Sao lai ¢ trong tay Truong 1ao ba?”

“Co phai Truong 3o ba dén nghia dia nhan xéac rdi 1ay duoc khong?”

“Pay la vat ctia vuong pht, ngudi ¢ nghia dia at phai gitt gin can than hodc
dua tra vé vuong phu, khong dé lai bén thi thé dau.” Hoang Tu Ha nghi ngoi r0i
lic dau: “Khong, thoi gian ngan nhu vay khong du dé Truong ldo ba di tir
phuong Phdé Ninh dén nghia trang rdi lai quay vé cira Khai Vién bén canh
phuong Pho Ninh.”

Chu Tt Tan ngap ngimg hoi lai: “Y ¢6 1a... Trude khi Truong nhi ca qua doi,
Truong 130 ba da co6 1énh bai nay ro1 u?”

Hoang Tu Ha gat nhe dau, khé nhoc dap: “Um, e réng di c6 chuan bj trudce
roi... Néu Truong nhi ca that thi ma chét, Truong 130 bé s& 1én thanh 1au, tuyén
cdo chuyén nay cho tat ca moi nguoi. Tom lai nhat dinh phai giy ra mét con
song gié ngdp troi, khong thé tranh thoat.”

Chu Tw Tan so dén muc loang choang lui lai mét budc, ) hong nhu bi bép
nghet, chang thot ndi 101 nao.

“Téi ciing chang rd Quy vuong co tai dirc gi ma ké kia phai ra tay tan doc
nhu thé nita... Truong 130 ba ¢ lién quan gi dén ching t6i dau, tai sao ca 6ng dy
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cling bi cuén vao?” Co6 lam bam r6i cham rai quay nguoi: “Di thoi, chuyén da
dén nudc nay, cang dan sau cang sa vao tinh canh tuyét vong hon théi.”

Chu Tt Tan hét hai dudi theo hoi: “Tiép theo co dinh thé nao? Vuong gia...
dinh thé nao?”

Hoang Tu Ha dimg chan thé dai: “Tt Tan ding hoi nita. Thé lyc ma chung
t61 phai d6i mit qua mirc dang so, gio toi chi lo... tit ca nhitng gi minh xem
trong déu s& bi cudén vao vong xody nay, tit ca nhirmg ngudi téi quan tm, sé lan
luot tro thanh nhitng con co bat dic di dé chéng lai toi...”

Chu Tt Tan im ling nhin cd, hai tay hét nim vao rdi lai tha ra, sau cing, ga
kho nhoc nhung hét sttc nghiém trang, noéi ranh rot timg chir mot: “Nhung ta,
nhét dinh s& dimg vé phia c0. Bt luan thé gian noi thé nao, bt luan bao nhiéu
nguoi quay lung lai v6i cd, Chu Tir Tan mai méi tin tuong Hoang Tt Ha.”

Hai mat Hoang Tur Ha thoat chdc do hoe, nudéc mit nong bong khong kim
duogc, tudn ra nhu v& dé. Co voi ngang dau 1én, hit thd that sau, hoi lau méi nén
duoc xtc dong, dap khé: “Pa ta. Hoang Tir Ha ciing s& vinh vién khong dé Chu
T Tan that vong dau.”

Xe ngua cta Vuong Tong Thuc van doi cd & con phd bén ngoai tudng thanh.

Ngoi trong xe, khoanh tay im lang nhin ¢6. Doi xe 1an banh, méi thong dong
hoi: “Thiy thé nao?” Hoang Tu Ha cui dau trAm tu gidy lat roi hoi: “Vuong
cong cong da som biét tin nay, néu mudn ngin can, c6 1&... con kip ching?”

“Pén nguoi con khong luong duoc, ta lam sao doan trudc dugc chir?” Y hoi
cong khoe moi 1én thanh mét ny cuoi nhu c6 nhu khong, liéc ¢6 roi noi: “Huong
ho cha con nha ho Truong lién quan gi t6i ta, néu chang phai vi nguoi, ta can gi
phai ban tam?”

“Pa ta Vuong cong cong qua yéu, Tir Ha cam kich khon xiét.” C6 cup mat
dap.

Xe hoi lic Iv, Hoang Tir Ha nhin qua cira 50, thay thiéu nién no cudi ngua di
canh xe, guong mdt nhin nghiéng rat thanh t0, thinh thoang lai gio tay cham vao
nhimng canh cdy ru xudng trén dau, diy vé ngay tho.

Thay c0 nhin ra ngoai, Vuong Tong Thyc bén gioi thi¢u: “Han tén A Trach.
Mudi miy nim trude ta nhit vé nudi, bay gi0 con sinh chit nghia, dat tén cho
han 12 Van Mong Trach, nhung gio lai thiy goi A Trach thuan miéng hon.”

“Vuong cong cong la trung ty ho quan Than Sach, quyén hanh nghiéng nga
triéu dinh, vdy ma bén canh chi c6 mot tiéu dong lam ban, liéu co bat tién
chang?”
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“Pham viéc gi cling nén tu than van dong, mdi thuc 1a séng chir, néu khong
thi con gi tha vi nita?” Y nhudng mat, noi thém, “Hudng ho ta viée gi dau? Tuy
phung thanh ménh diéu tra vu an Ngac vwong, nhung gio thanh thuong da
chang hoi dén, ta lai chang biét bat tay tir ddu, danh d6 hét 1én dau nguoi vay.”

Nghe y thong tha ndi, lai nhin guong mat than nhién ng, Hoang T Ha danh
im lang, thoi khong nhin A Trach nita.

Vuong Toéng Thuc mim cudi, rdi dot ngdt chuyén chii dé: “Pua Phat phai
dua dén Tay Thién, ting thém cho nguoi mdét mén qua nita ciing chang sao.”
Doan y g6 nhe vao vach xe, ra I¢nh cho xa ich: “Pén phuong Tu Chinh.” Xa ich
vang da roi cho ngua r& ngang, nham thang hudéng Nam.

Hoang Tt Ha hoéi: “Vuong cong cong dinh dua t61 di gdp Quy vuong u?”
Y khong dép, chi dya vao thanh xe, nham mat dudng than.

~Xe ngua chay tu thanh Baflc toi thanh Nam, bang qua qua nua Truong An,
tién vao phuong Tu Chinh. Pén gan ng6i dinh ctia Tong Chinh Ty méi dung lai.

Vuong Toéng Thuc ddy cira xe, ra hiéu cho ¢6 budc xudng: “Vao theo cira
ngach bén phai dy.” Hoang Tir Ha vang da, roi theo ctra ngach di vao. Mdy thi
vé canh ctra dinh ngin lai nhung Hoang Tir Ha di gio tay ra hiéu vé phia xe
ngua cua Vuong Tong Thuc, ho lién dé co di.

M4y ngay khong thiy, hoa mai bén bo séng cang nd rd, rang rd nhu may
rang.

Hoang Tur Ha di tir rung mai dén gan ngoi dinh Ly Thu Bach ¢, chdm réai
bude Ién hanh lang bac ngang qua bo nude. Tiéng chan khe kh€ cua c6 vang
vang doc hanh lang.

Pi dén khuc ngoat, c6 vong qua mot gbc mai no rg, trong thiy Ly Thu Bach
dang ding cuo6i hanh lang nhin minh.

Troi xanh biéng biéc, nudc trong nhu guong, trén bo va dudi nudc, hai rang
mai no rd. Ca dat troi nhu hang hang gim lya, gi6 nhe ludt qua nguoi ho, nhiing
d6a hoa nhu gim lya dap don, canh hoa 14 ta bay nhu tuyét.

Hai ngudi nhin nhau qua 16p 16p mua hoa, rd rang méi may hom trudc vira
gap mat, ma nhu da cach mot doi.

Y van phong nhd hao hoa, khong hé suy suyén, d6i mat duom budn cing
chiéc ao licu lang mau tia, nhu khoi xanh bang lang, khién y cang thém vé tham
tram.
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Con cb da gay xop di, may ngay hét bi dan vat lai chay don chay dao khién
c6 cang thém xanh xao tiéu tuy. Chiéc 40 xanh luc thuy khoac 1én minh rong
thung thinh, trong c6 yéu 6t nhu khong mang noi 0.

Y di vé phia ¢, bang qua man mua hoa nhu tuyét, khé nim lay ban tay.

“Ta Ha, mdi dau xuan, phai mac nhiéu 4o vao.” Khong ngd cau dau tién y
noi1 sau khi gap lai 1a cau nay, c6 chi biét vang da, hoi nudc da giang mo hai
mat.

Y gio tay 6m lay doi vai gly clia cd. Xung quanh nudc chay roc rach, hoa roi
la ta. Canh hoa roi xudng nudc 1am noi 1én v6 van vong séng lan tin, vong nay
chua tan, vong kia da loang ra, mai khong dut.

Hbi 1au, Ly Thu Bach méi nhe nhang budng cb ra, dit tay di vao: “Géan day
c6 bon ba mét méi, lai gap phai da thir bién co, vay ma ta chi ngdi day hudéng
thu nhan, khong thé ganh do, thuc 1a 4y nay.”

Hoang Tu Ha lac dau: “Cai kho cua gia con hon t6i nhi€u, t6i chi... chi biét
chay loan 1én, chang c6 manh moi, cling chang biét bat tay tir dau nira.”

Ly Thu Bach lic dau cudi, rot mot chén tra dat vao tay c¢o. Y cam chén bang
ba ngon tay, lang 18 nhin ¢, hoi kh&: “Gio tinh hinh da vuot ra ngoai kha nang
khéng ché cua ta, co ciling thay roi ddy. Néu gio ta lai dé nghi c6 roi khoi kinh
thanh, tranh xa thi phi, c6 c¢6 bang long khong?”

Hoang Tur Ha nhin nhitng ngén tay y. Tu thé cAm chén nay c6 dd ghi long
tac da. Nudc tra xanh biéc cing chén st xanh duoc gilt trong ba ngdn tay trang
tréo thon dai cta y, lan dau tién ho gip nhau, c6 nhin qua nhitng hoa vin cham
trd trén cira hoc ti dudi ghé ngdi, chang thidy dung mao vy, chi thdy ban tay cam
chén, nhu hoa 1€ soi bong xubng séng xuan.

Bay gio, ¢6 lam sao ngo dugc, lai c6 ngay hom nay.

Lam sao ngd duoc cb gai nhéch nhac bi y 16i ra tir dudi ghé ngdi lai c6 mot
ngay tr¢ thanh nguoi than thiét nhat cua y, nam tay nhau doi dién véi phong ba
bao tap, khong lia khong bo.

Thé nén cd chi lac dau hoi lai: “Neéu to1 tranh xa mua gio, lanh dén noi yén
on doi, gia ¢6 dam bdo dam minh s€ an toan tré v€, khong dé t61 dgi udng
khong?”

Ly Thu Bach dam dam nhin co, hoi 1au méi cham réi lac dau: “Ta khong
dam.”

Khoe moi co cong 1én thanh mdt nu cuodi khé nhoc ma kién dinh vo chung:
“Vay toi cu ¢ lai day thoi. It nhat cling dugc gan gia do1 chut.”

'P

www.vuilen.com 245

5
.EVI_IIL_EN ‘com



Tac Gia: Chau Van Van Ngueoi Dich: To Hinh TRAM - CHIM LIEN CANH

Ly Thu Bach lang 1& vudt nhe toc ¢o: “Thuc long ta khong hé muén gio sa
mua tap dén c6.”

Hoang Tt Ha ap tay 1én mu ban tay y, khé hoi: “Gia biét... chuyén Truong
Hang Anh r61 u?”

Ly Thu Bach gat dau: “Biét roi.”

“Vay chic gia cling biét... Truong Vi Ich, cha Truong Hang Anh hom nay da
gieo minh tir tuong thanh phia trén ctra Khai Vién tu van roi chu?”

Anh miat Ly Thu Bach binh than, chi irm mot tiéng: “Nghe néi trudce lac chét
ong ta lai chui raa ta khuynh dédo triéu dinh, chac thanh kién cua nguoi thién ha
doi voi ta sé cang thém sau dam.”

Hoang Tu Ha ngac nhién, voi hoi: “Chuyén nay mdi xay ra chua lau, toi
cling tur ctra Khai Vién ngdi xe ngua thang dén day, sao gia da biét r61?”

“Unm, ta ty c6 ngudn tin chir.” Ly Thu Bach trAim ngam gidy 1at méi gat dau,
“Dung la mét nudc co tuyét dicu. Cai chét ciia That dé khién ta mét chd dung
trong triéu, con cai chét cua cha con ho Truong khién muon dan hoan toan tin
rang ta d bi oan hon nhap x4c. Xem ra nhimg gi ta lam may nim nay, cong lao
16m dén dau, cling khong chiu ndi mot don cua ké do.”

“Miéng tiéng thién ha von dé diéu khién ma. Hin c6 thé loi dung thi chiing
ta duong nhién ciing c6 thé, hon nira con c6 thé dya vao dé6 ma phan kich.”

Song Ly Thu Bach chi cuoi: “Chit meo vat nay mudn tra ra khong khoé. Gat
b6 hét dam bau xau chi s¢ thién ha khong loan va lii dan ngu mu quang tin 101
don dai, ké duoc 1gi nhiéu nhat chinh 1a géc 1é cta tin don. Cho nén dbi phuong
lam dugc, nhung ching ta ché tuy tién lam theo.”

Hoang Tir Ha gt dau nhiu may: “Nhung gia chic ciing biét, gid cac tiét do
str da ruc rich khong yén, t6i1 e rang...”

“La chuyén ctia Chan Vil tiét do st Ly Vinh u?” Ly Thu Bach thong dong
hoi, “Yén tam di, han xuat than thuong nhan, lic cam quan danh tran khong thu
phuc duogc thudc ha, chang lam nén tro trong gi dau.”

Nhin thai d6 binh than cua y, Hoang Tu Ha khong khoi lo lang: “Néu thanh
thuong vin vao do ma quy toi cho gia, e rang tiét 4o st cac noi cling dinh déng
dén gia, gia lai phai ganh thém t9i.”

“Da mang bay nhi€u t01 ro1, thém niia cling c¢6 sao dau.” Ly Thu Bach s¢ c6
nghi nhi€u beén chuyén chu dé: “Dao nay ta hoi tudng lai rat nhiéu viéc, nhung
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nghi mai van khong hiéu hom 4y trén gac Tuong Loan, That dé lam cach nao
bién mat trudc mat chung ta?”

Ngac vuong bién mat, at c6 manh 161. Nhung ké ding sau bay ra man kich
bién mat nay maéi 1a mau chot.

“T6i tin rang d6 ciling chinh 13 hung thu sip dat cai chét cta cha con ho
Truong, cing mdt cach thirc, dung 13 mudn ngudi ta khong lién tudng ciing
kho.”

N6i r6i Hoang Tt Ha gio tay phai 1én 4n vao hoa vin co 14 con trén ciy
tram, rat trAm ngoc bén trong ra. C6 vach mdt duong théng trén mit ban, roi an
ngoén tay vao doan cudi: “Gid chung ta da di dén day, ma cin nguyén ctia moi
chuyén, at 1a tir...”

Ngon tay c6 vong lai not khéi dau, dung & do: “Cai chét cua Ky Lac quan
chua.”

~Song Ly Thu Bach lac ddu: “Khéng, phai bat dau tir bén nidm trude, khi ta
dén Tu Chau.”

Hoang Tu Ha gat dau, nhung ngay sau d6 lai lac dau, khé néi: “Hoac c6 1€
bat dau tir hon muoi nam trude, ngay tién hoang qua doi.”

Ly Thu Bach git dau, tro vao phan {Iﬁu duong thang: “Ngay tién hoang bang
ha, con ¢4 doé. Sau d6 mao1 dén vach mde thir hai: Tt Chau, loan Bang Huan, 14
bua.

Moc thtr ba: Cudi hé nim ngoai, Ky Lac quan chiia qua doi.
Tinh hinh xoay chuyén d6t ngdt, bién ¢ cang luc cang don dap.
Mdc thir tu: Pong chi nim ngoai, Ngac vuong mat tich.

Méc thir nam: Mong mot Tét, Ngac vuong chét.

Mdc thir sau: Hom nay, cha con Truong Hang Anh chét.

Ngoai nhitng moc 16n nay, Hoang T Ha lai thém vao vo s6 chuyén nho nhat
nta.

Con c& do cua Mdc Thién dai su, thanh kiém nam xua caa Tic Thién hoang
de, buc ngy bt tién d€ ban cho Truong Vi Ich...

Co cam cay tram ngoc, lang 1€ nhin duong thang vach trén ban, cing nhiing
dau moc cang vé cudi cang thém chi chit, chi quan sat va nghi lai nhitng su viéc
ay, ciing du khién nguoi ta chang lanh ma run.
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Ly Thu Bach ciing cai xudng nhin dudng thang no cing nhimg vach déanh
dau, chang khac nao mdt miii tén cang luc cang ap sat, gio da dén sat mi mat.

Hang mi y lay dong nhu bi miii tén v6 hinh ban tring, bt giac nhim nghién
lai, y im lang gidy 14t mdi nhd ra mét viée, bén hoéi: “HOm nay cd lam sao vao
dugc day?”

“Vuong Tong Thuc dua t6i dén, ndi ring mudn ting t6i mot mon qua.”
“Pé ¢b gap ta ciing tinh 1a qua u?” Y ngudc 1én.
Hoang Tir Ha ngdm nghi, dang dinh néi thi Ly Thu Bach d3 gio tay ngin lai.

Y cam chiéc khan tay bén canh nhiing nudc tra roi lau dudng thang trén ban
di. Hoang Tt Ha ngd ra, dang dinh héi thi nghe thay bén ngoai vang Ién tiéng
chan rat khé€ c6 nguoi dang bude 1€n hanh lang.

Y hit cadm ra hiéu cho ¢6 lanh vao bén trong, doan nhanh nhen do tra trong
chén c6 sang chén minh, dung khan lau sach chén tra up xudng khay.

Tiéng chan dén gan, mot giong quen thudc vang ben “B¢ ha, hanh lang nay
gan nudc nén tron truot 4m uot, bé ha phai can than...

Hoang Tt Ha nip dudi cira so6 phong bén, duong nhién nhén ra giong Tu
Phung Han, hoan quan than can bén canh hoang dé. Nguoi y thap tung, han 1a
duong kim thanh thugng.

Muo61 may nguoi ram rap bang qua song cua ngay trén dau, khién co bat giac
co nguoi lai, nin thé.

Ly Thu Bach ding day ra cura don. Hoang dé, nhin quanh r6i khen: “Tt dé,
phong canh noi nay dung la thoat tuc, dé ¢ day thay sao?”

Ly Thu Bach lién thua: “Ngdi ngam hoa roi, nim nghe nuéc chay, phong vi
thuc khong sao ta xiét.”

Hoang dé gat dau nam lay tay y: “Canh sac noi nay thyc dep. Hom nay trim
dén day, ciing 1a mudn xin dé mot chén tra.”

“Than dé khoéng dam.” Ly Thu Bach voi moi ngai ngy ngdi trén, roi chinh
tay rot tra dang lén. Khi chon chén, ban tay y lang 1& lu6t qua chi€c chén Hoang
T Ha da dung, 1ay cho hoang dé chén khac.

Hoang dé tuoi cudi bung chén tra 1én miii khé ngtri 161 nhan xét: “Van sy
trén do1 déu suy tr ddy ma ra ca. Tt d¢ thong tu¢ xuat chung, ngay pha tra cting
sau sac hon nguoi thuong.”
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“Bé ha qua 101, chang qua noi nay khung canh thanh u, 1am noi bat huong vi
thuc sy cua tra thoi.” Ly Thu Bach than nhién dap, nhin xudng chén tra trong
tay, chén tra nay da bi d6 1an ca tra cua Hoang Tt Ha vao, xua nay y wa sach sé,
khong bao gio dung dén thir ciia nguoi khac, nhung thdy hoang dé khong chiu
ubng tra minh pha, bén thong tha uéng ludn chén tra 1an.

Hoang dé ca cudi, dwa méat cho Tur Phung Han. Tir Phung Han hiéu y, bén
cung tat ca nguoi hau lui ra khoi phong, lanh that xa.

Poi tiéng chan di xa, hoang dé mdi 1én tiéng: “Gio khong con ai nita, ching
ta than thiét mot chut chang sao, T d¢ cir goi ta la dai ca di.”

“Than d¢ khong dam.” Ly Thu Bach voi thoai théc.

“C6 gi khong dam, 1€ nao trong nha dé vuong khong con huynh d¢ nira u?”
Hoang dé dat chen tra xudng thé dai, “Anh em chung ta tong cong muoi may
ngudi, ké chét yeu ké qua doi lic duong do trang nién, tir khi trAim déng co dén
nay, chi con lai trdim, dé, Ctru dé va Thap d¢... Thuc khong ngo dé va Thét dé
lai lién tuc hiéu 1am nhau, dén nuéc nay...”

Thay hoang dé nghen ngao thuong cam, noéi khong nén 101, Ly Thu Bach
binh tjnh dap: “B~é ha’ hiéuﬂ lém than dé roi. Thép dé va That d¢, tuy bi nguoi ta
xui bay ly gian dan dén hiéu 1am nhau, song chang c6 thu oan gi khong thao go
duoc ca.”

Hoang dé tram ngam nhin y, cham ri néi: “Nhung nguoi nguoi déu noi hom
ay dang sau chua Huong Tich, dé da sat hai That dé ngay trudc mat bay nhiéu
nguoi... Tat ca moi ngudi & hién truong hom 4y déu c6 thé 1am ching rang dé
da giét That de.”

Ly Thu Bach nhin xuéng chén tra trong tay, im ling.

“Tu dé, That dé xua nay yéu mén kinh trong d¢, hai nguoi cling rat than véi
nhau, 16t cudc dé¢ da lam gi ma khién That dé tin tuong dé nhit phai liéu ca
mang séng vach tran toi 16i cua dé trudc moi nguoi?” Giong hoang dé tram
thép, chit chira dau thuong, “Tu de¢, ot cudc dé mudn lam gi, ma bat chép ca
tinh mang cua That d¢?”

“Bé ha cho riang than dé muu hai That dé u?” Ly Thu Bach binh than hoi.

“Tram khong mudn, ciing khong dam tin!” Ngai ngy nhiu may, giong rau
rau, “Nhung trén gac Tuong Loan, tram d4 chinh tai nghe thdy That dé mang
mo d¢; dé sat hai That dé & chua Huong Tich, lai ¢6 hon traim quan Than Sach
lam ching, bao tram 1am sao tin dugc dé nita day?” C6 1& vi qua kich dong nén
n6i xong miy ciu nay, hoang dé bat ho sic sua.
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“Than dé chi mudn hoi bé ha mot cau thdi.” Ly Thu Bach dat chén tra
xubng, tram tinh hoi, “Hom a ay ngay trudc mat moi nguoi, That dé da gieo minh
tir gac Tudng Loan cao ngit xuong, theo ly thi khong thé song duoc, vay ma tai
sao mOt nguoi da chét, lai xuét hién & sau chua Huong Tich?”

Hoang dé sam mit xudng, trong rat khé coi. Ngai ngu cham cham nhin Quy
vuong van ung dung binh tham cham rai giai thich: “Co 1€ 1a liét t6 li¢t tong
trén tro1 linh thiéng, phu ho That d¢ thoat nan.”

“Bé ha 1a vua mot nudc ma ciing tin may 15i mé tin chuyén dé lira gat dam
dan qué u?” Anh mit Ly Thu Bach trong veo, giong noi nhu gié trén mit nudc,
“Thuc ra, mot nguoi bat luan 12 hoang than qudc thich hay thuong dan 4o vai,
cing chi c6 mot cai mang ma thoi, khong thé chét dén hai 1an duoc. Boi vay,
néu That dé chiri rua than dé r01 gieo minh tiy van 1a that, vay thi nguoi bi dé
giét & chua Huong Tich hom 4y khong phai 1a That dé; con néu ngudi chet 4
sau chua Huong Tich 1a That dé, vay ké ding trén gac Tudng Loan chiri ming
dé khudy déo giang son at khong phai 1a That dé nita. Bé ha ndi co phai
khong?”

Giong y rat 6n hoa cham rii, song hoang dé lai cau may, day day huyét thai
duong, nga nguoi ra lung ghé, nghién ring nham nghién mat lai.

Bé ha thanh minh quyét doan, néu mudn dinh t6i than dé, thi than dé chi
mudn hoi, rot cudc minh méc toi gi? Buc tu Thét dé trén gac Tuong Loan, hay
giét That d¢ & chiia Huong Tich trude mat hon trim quan Than Sach? Rét cude
to1 cua d¢ 1a gi?

Tran hoang d€ ndi gan xanh, hoi 1au maéi rit qua k& rang: “Hai td1 nay... ¢o
khac gi nhau?”

“Df nhién 1a khac r6i.” Ly Thu Bach thong dong rét cho ngai ngu thém mat
chén tra, giong ranh mach cham rai nhu nudc chdy ngoai song, “Néu bé ha budc
to1 dé ép chét Thét dé trén gac Tuong Loan, vay thi khong lau sau Thét d¢ lai
xuét hién & chua Huong Tich, nén tdi danh nay khong thé dinh duoc; néu bé ha
budc toi dé giét Ngac vuong ¢ chuia Huong Tich, vay ké dung cai chét vu cdo
than dé trén gac Tuong Loan 1a ai? Sao biét duoc lan nay c6 phai lai 14 gia chét
vu c4o hay khéng? Vu niay khong tham van diéu tra lai thi khong on.”

No6i dén day, thiy sic mit hoang dé da vo cung kho coi, Ly Thu Bach mim
cuot: “Tau b€ ha, xem ra cai chét cia That d¢ con rat nhiéu nghi van, than dé¢
quyét khong thé hé do6 dén mang cho That d¢ nhu thé duoc.”

Hoang dé dan tay 1én ban, thong tha nha ra may chir: “Pé mudn... thé nao?”

“Than d¢ bat tai, nhung thién ha rong 16m, ngudi tin twong d¢ chac cling con
mot hai ké. Than d€ roi vao canh nay, chi con vuon c6 chd chém, nhung bé ha
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cling phai cho nguoi trong thién ha mot t6i danh khién ho tdim phuc khau phuc,
bang khong mudn dan thién ha at s& tim hiéu chan tuéng bén trong, dén luc d6 e
lai 1am x6n xao trong triéu ngoai ndi, chudc thém phién phirc.” N6i xong, y im
lang nhin hoang dé, doi ngai ngu phan tng.

Trong phong lang phéc, chi ¢ tiéng gié khe khé bén ngoai, hoa bay xao xac,
song gon lan tan.

Mic cho hoa roi nhu tuyét, Ly Thu Bach vAn ngdi bat dong truéc mit hoang
de, nét mat khong hé thay doi, binh than tram tinh.

Trai lai, sdc mat hoang dé cang lac cang khoé coi, tham chi con tai ngét di,
mo hoi 1am tam trén tran, than thé khong kim duogc run 1én khe khé.

Thiy hoang dé dau dén, Ly Thu Bach nhom ddy toan bop dau gitip: “Bé ha
co bénh, sao con ]ghéi dich than dén day tham than d¢ lam chi? Cu cho nguoi
truyén vao triéu kién c¢6 phai hon khong.”

‘Hoang dé 6m dau rén ri, day tay Ly Thu Bach ra, yéu 6t goi: “Phung Han...
Tiéng goi da nho, lai nhu hut hoi, song Tir Phung Han von ¢ tit ngoai xa da
chay ngay vao, thay hoang dé nhu vay thi voi va liy lo thudc trong tay 4o ra,
cho ngai ngu udng hai vién, chiéu bang nudc tra.

Ly Thu Bach lanh lung ding nhin, doi Tur Phung Han do hoang dé nga
nguoi xuong sap nghi moi di dén bén hoi nho: “Bé ha long thé bat an, sao nguoi
khong ngan ngudi dung xuat cung?”

Tur Phung Han nhan nhé dap: “Quy vuong dién ha, bé ha quan tam vuong
gia, da dinh tri¢u kién hoi han viéc nay tir 14u. Nhung ngudi trong cung déu
khuyén rang vuong gia bi giam long ¢ day, lai bi mudn ngudi oan hén, néu toi
gip bé ha thuc rat khong on. Vi vay bé ha méi phai gidu giém tat ca moi nguoi
ti tham gia, tinh nghia anh em sau nang nhu thé, 140 nd 1am sao khuyén n6i?”

Ly Thu Bach nhin hoang dé dang chau may d& tran nam trén sap, thd dai
khong noi gi nira.

Do1i con dau dau cua ngai ngu qua di, Tu Phung Han de dat hoi: “B¢ ha da
muon khoi gia vé cung chua?”

Hoang dé gat nhe dau, kh& dén muc gﬁn nhu khong thé nhan ra.
Ly Thu Bach binh than khom lung: “Dé than d¢ tién bé ha.”
Hoang Tt Ha nin thé, hoang dé di khoi da 1au van chua ddam dong day.

M3i toi khi Ly Thu Bach budc vao, ngdi xudng bén canh ¢6 mdi giat minh
tho hat ra, thay lung udt dam mo hoi.
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Ly Thu Bach vo nhe vai ¢6 néi nhd: “Bé€ ha da ndi sat tam 161, c6 mau veé di,
kéo lai gap rac ro1.”

Hoang Tt Ha ndm chit 14y tay y, run run hoi: “Vay con gia?”

“Ta da noi r6i, ta & diy vuon cd chd chém, ngdi yén doi chét ma thoi.” Y
nam chit tay ¢6, mudi ngén dan vao nhau, mim cuoi nhu c6 nhu khong, “Néu ta
b6 trén, ngudi trong thién ha s& coi ta 1a hung thi giét hai Ngac vuong, du giir
duoc mang song thi ciing 6 danh mot doi, cai chét khong rd nguyén do cta That
dé cling thanh ra vo nghia.”

Hoang Tt Ha cham cht nhin guong mat diém dam ma kién dinh cta y, budt
miéng hoi: “Su that 1€ ndo quan trong hon ca tinh mang hay sao?”

Ly Thu Bach phi cudi, vudt toc Hoang Tir Ha hoi: “Nit tham tir ding dau
thién ha sao lai hoi mot cau thé nay?”

Hoang Tt Ha can moi, ling 18 gat dau: “Gia ndi phai... Bat luan sy that 13 gi,
bat luan thé lyc sau man 16n dén dau, thi di€u duy nhat t61 c6 thé lam dugc la
truy tim sy that, d€ Ngac vuong dudi sudi vang dugc yén nghi.”

“Hubng hod su that gan nay con lién quan den an nguy cua ta, phai khong
n20?” Y mim cudi nhin c¢d, nghi ngoi rdi lai nudi tiéc lac dau, thuc ra co & canh
Vuong Uan ciing kha an toan. Du sao hién gid thé lyc c¢6 phai d6i mit con manh
hon tuéng tugng nhidu diy.

“To1 khong sg. Tu khi 161 Thuc, mot minh 1én Truong An dudi theo gia, to1
da nghi k¥ r6i.” Hoang T&r Ha chéng cam, tya song ngam nhin hoa roi nhu
tuyét, roi ngoai lai nhin Ly Thu Bach, nhin thang vao d6i mat thim tham dang
nhin minh, cham ri tiép, “Pa di budc ndy, thi coi nhu subt doi khong thé quay
dau lai nita.”

Ga vao nha giau sang hién héch, song yén 6n mot doi, giip chong day con..
tat ca nhitng diéu do, khi leo 1én lung Na Phat Sa nham thang huéng Bic, ¢o da
bo lai sau lung.

Tur d6 ve sau, cudc doi c6 ré sang mot huong khac. Trudc mat chi toan may
mu mo mit, bude chin gidam xuong khi 1a cé thom, khi 1a gai nhon. Lic may mu
trudc mat tan di, c6 1€ 1a vuc sau, cling c6 1€ 1a duong quang...

Nhung bat luan c6 gi, c¢b cling s& ngang cao dau d6i dién, ddu c6 ngan van
khé khan ciling chang son long. Boi1 day 1a con duong c6 lua chon. Bo1 nguoi
dong hanh cung c6 1a Ly Thu Bach.

Con nhé ndm ngoai, 14 d6 nhu hoa, xan lan choi méat, n(i Nam song Bic tién
dua c¢6. Con gio day cd dang ngdi bén canh Ly Thu Bach, da 1a hoa roi nhu
tuyét.
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“Bat luan ra sao, it nhat hdm nay ching ta van con ngdi bén nhau. Gia, toi,
con cd mdt tro1 hoa nd ngoai kia nira. It ra cling khong phu thang nam.”

“Mon qua vira ro1 nguoi ¢o thich khong?”
Quay ve xe ngua, Vuong Tong Thyc than nhién hoi.

Hoang Tir Ha chi dau cam ta: “Thich 1am, Tir Ha da ta Vuong cong cong.”
Néu hom nay khong nghe duoc hoang dé noéi chuyén véi Ly Thu Bach, 1am sao
co biét duoc hoang dé da thoi v vit, sinh long mubn giét y, cling lam sao biét
duogc tinh canh cua y da kho khin dén thé nay.

Tuy Ly Thu Bach ldy médu cta ngudi dam vao thuin cta nguoi, tam thoi giai
trir dugce thé nguy, nhung néu di mudn truy ctru thi thé nao chang cé cd. Gid
trong triéu ngoai ndi déu bi sach dong, nguoi doi ai cling nghi ngd Ly Thu
Bach, mudn vu thém tdi c6 gi 1a kho.

Duong nhu nhin thau tim tu ¢6, Vuong Tong Thuc bén hoi: “Nguoi c6 biét
vi sao hom nay b¢ ha lai dich than dén tham Quy vuong khong?”

Hoang Ttr Ha khong déap, chi ngude 1€n nhin y.

“Ta d4 no6i roi thoi, hién gio tiét do sit cac noi déu ruc rich ndi day, Than
Sach quén tuy c6 thé trn gitr Truong An, nhung quén linh déng & cac noi lai do
Quy V11:0’ng nam gitr. Gio' hoang thuong bénh ndng, thai tir con nho, trudce tinh
thé dy...” Noi t6i day, Vuong Tong Thue nheo mat quan sat cd, “Chang biét thai
do bé ha véi Quy vuong thé nao?”

Dbuong phd Truong An bang phang, xe ngua chi hoi lic lu nhé nhe. Hoang
Ta Ha trdm tinh ngdi im, dap ngan gon: “Bé ha... c6 vé mudn gidi quyét viéc
nay that nhanh.”

Vuong Téng Thuc chim chi quan sét, thay c6 khong c6 thai do hay 10i 18 gi
khac, m&i n6i: “Yén tam di, du bé ha 1a dé vuong, cling c6 rat nhiéu vi¢c khong
thé 1am theo ¥y minh dugc.”

Hoang Tir Ha ling 1& gat dau: “Vuong cong cong ndi phai.”

“Hon nira, nhitng gi c6 thé 1am sau chuyén nay con nhiéu, khong chi hoang
thuong, ma co, to1, cling co thé... thAm chi...” Vuong Tong Thuc dua mét nhin
lai phudng Tu Chinh dang sau, rdi méi thong tha noi tiép, “Rét nhiéu ngudi sé
nam lay co hoi nay.”
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