Tac Gia: Jayne Ann Krentz Ngudi Dich: Nguyén Trang VINH NHAT THUC

Chuong 5

Lc
Em nght co6 thé khién Bryce ké cho em nghe vé nhiing chuyén di dén
Portland khéng?” Gabe hdi.

“Con lau”. Rafe kep gién thoai vao hém vai, ha tay bam hanh trén thét.
“Anh biét Bryce roi day. Ong ta chi nghe 1énh ctia 6ng Mitchell théi”.

“Va 6ng Mitchell bao 6ng ta dirng c6 ndi vé nhirng chuyén di dén Portland”.
“Anh hiéu roi day”.

Im lang vo ve trén dwong day. Rafe hinh dung anh minh ngoi trén ghé trong
van phong cha tich tai cong ty Madison. Ca la Gabe dang mac chiéc 4o so mi
may do cuing chiéc quan dat tién, mot bd trong dam do clia anh dy. Kha nang rét
cao la Gabe dang deo ca vat lua va di gidy da san xuét tai Y. Khong nghi ngo gi
vé chuyén Gabe da cé mat & tru s& lGc bay rudi sang nay, ngay sau khi két thic
budi ren thé luc lic sau gio tai cau lac bd. Anh dy sé khong roi tru s cho tdi
bay gi® t6i, thé dala sdm nhat, valudn mang theo chiéc cap tap day giay to khi
guay Vvé can hd gian di ctia minh. Cong ty Madison la niem dam mé clia Gabe.
Anh dy doc toan tdm, toan luc cho né véi cao dd ma chi c6 moét ngudi nha
M adison khac méi cé thé hiéu duoc.

“Hon mudi thang roi”, Gabe néi. “Thir Sau ndo cling thé. Béu nhu vat
chanh”,

Rafe cat xong hanh roi tha tit ca vao may ché bién thyc phdm. “Em biét anh
dang nghi gi”.

“Em cling nght thé ma”.
“C0 thé chiing ta déu nham”. Rafe thém baloai qué 6 liu dt 16 vao véi hanh.
Anh dd nu bach hoa da rira sach v&i mot chat nudc chanh twoi vat vao bét.

“Nhung ca hai ta déu hiéu rang néu dng dang phai thuong xuyén di diéu tri bénh
thi chiing ta <& la nhitng nguoi cudi cung dwoc biét”.

“Anh doan vi lo cho ching ta”. Gabe do du. “Trong ong thé nao?”

“Khde nhu trau, néu khoéng ké chirng viém khép. T6i mai em sé gap ong &
bira t6i”. Rafe dirng 16i. “Em sé gap cd ban gai mai”.

“C6 that c0 ta dang tudbi chlng ta khong?”

“Em nghe noi thé”, Rafe dap.
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Gabe rén ri. “Néu chuyén dé khdng qué doi kinh ngac thi s laxau hé”.
“U”.
“Nén nhin vao mat tich cwc clia van dé”, Gabe rau ri noi.

“Néu 6ng co thé thda man cd ta trén givong thi dng chua dén trudc clra tir
duwoc dau”.

“Chéc vay”, Rafe dong y. Anh dong nidp méy ché bién thuc pham lai. “Em
khong dinh thay do6i chu dé dau, nhung cudc hen tbi thir Bay vira roi véi cod
Hartinger dang yéu thé nao vay?”

“Né&u em khong phién, anh chang muén thao luan vé vu do.”
“Lai tham hoa nita ha?”

“Anh khong mudn thira nhan, nhung dau kho la cd ta chi thich tha véi danh
muc dau tw clia anh thoéi”.

“Twdng anh bao cd dy hoan hao”.
“U, thi anh nham, duoc chwa? Birng ndi thém vé chuyén nay nira”.
“Em van bao anh latim vo nhu thé 1anham céch day”.

“Anh dang c0O tiép can van dé khdéng theo cach truyén thong cla nha
Madison. Anh da giai thich ly thuyét cho em roi day”.

“Em hiéu viéc anh dang cd géng lam. Em chi bao 1a em khong nghi cach nay
s duoc viéc. Tim vo khéng giong nhuw kiém dwgc mot toa thap van phong moi
cho cdng ty Madison. Anh khong thé st dung cuing k¥ thuat duoc”.

“Em tré thanh chuyén giatlr khi nao thé?”

“No6i co ly 18 ma. Thoi quén di”. Rafe g6 gb ngon tay |én nap may ché bién
thwc pham. “TG6i mai em sé dwa mot nguoi di cting dén nha dng Mitchell”.

“Ngudi do & Vinh ha?” Giong Gabe khdng cé vé thich thi dac biét.
“Anh ndi thé ciing dvoc. Hannah Harte”.

“Hannah &? Em dua a?”

“Khong”.

“C6 dy dong y di cung em a?”

“0”,

“Tai sao?”
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“Noi that em khéng chac. Nhiéu kha ning rang nhu thé sé gitp c6 dy trong
viéc s@ hiru Mong Tuwéng”.

“Um, em khién c6 ta nght c6 kha nang dé ha?” Gabe hoi dé chirng.
“Pai khai vay”.

“Nhung em dau c6 y dinh tir bd quyén s& hiru”.

“Khéng”, Rafe dap. “Em khong dinh tir bd”.

“Chuyén quai gi dang dién ra thé?”

“Em sé cho anh biét khi em tim ra. Gio em phai di r6i. N6i chuyén véi anh

Sau.

Rafe gac dién thoai roi bat may ché bién thuwc pham. Anh nght dén Hannah
trong khi méy bién hdn hop bén trong thanh mén tapenade™. Mot cau tuc ngtt
cb thoang qua tam tri anh, cau tuc ngt ndi gi d6 vé chuyén mang theo chiéc thia
dai khi ban an t6i v&i quy dit. Subt nhidu nim qua nha Madison van ding né dé
mo ta vé nhitng radi ro khi thda hiép véi nhaHarte.

Ghi chu:

™ Mon &n cta ving Provence, Phép, bao gdm qua 6 liu, nu bach hoa, ca
trong vadau 6 liu bam nhuyén hodc nghién dac sét - ND.
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