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Nguwoi Dich: Doan Thi Thanh Mai
Chwong 22

«
6i xin 16i, hom nay anh Zack khong & day. Cac ban da hen trudc

chua?”

Doi trai gai ding & bac cira trong c6 vé that vong. CO gai dang nguoi nho
nhan véi mai toc den néi, “Chiing toi chi thir ghé qua xem may ra anh ay co ¢
day khong thoi. Chan nhi! Hom no ching t61 doc dugc bai bao noi vé anh 4 ay
trén to Telegraph va nghi rang anh ay c6 vé 14 kiéu nguoi chung t6i dang tim.”

“Thinh thoang danh liéu mot phen, biét ddu anh Ay lai gip duoc 10i dé nghi
dang quan tdm.” Chang trai di cung c6 gai trong cao 16n, manh khanh, mii hoi
16 nhung van dep. Téc vang ong . kiéu Bic Au, phong thai nhiét tinh, anh ta
trong giong mot van dong vién quan vot an mac 161 thoi. Anh ta hao hing noi,
“Chuing t0i nghi rang minh c6 mot dé nghi nhu thé cho anh ay day.”

“Um, dugc roi, cac ban vao di, dé xem chiing ta c6 gi nao.” Ellie dan ho vao
van phong. Léy cudn s6 lich hen trén ban, nang noi, “Xem nao, sang mai anh éy
da hity mot cude hen. Toi c6 thé xép cho hai ngudi gip anh ay luc 11 gid, thay
thé nao?”

“Chung t6i1 s€ dén. Tuy¢t.” Hai nguoi ho nhin nhau rang rd.
“Cac ban tén gi?” Ellie v61 lay cudn so va chiéc but.
“Kaye va Joe Kerrigan.”

“Va 101 dé nghi ¢ trong phong bi d6, phai khong?” Nang chi chiéc phong bi
don c& A4 Joe dang 6m khu khu trude ngue nhu cta bau. “Sao ban khong dé no
¢ day, dé Zack xem qua trudc khi gap cac ban? Sé tiét ki€ém duogc chut thoi gian
day.”

“Q, nhung...” Trong Kaye lo lang, ¢o ngung lai. “Van dé 13, chiing t6i mudn
tu minh trinh bay véi anh 4y vé ca dy an..

Joe dit ban tay xuong xau 1én canh tay co. “Dé ¢ dy giit di. Lam thé nao
thuan tién nhat cho anh McLaren. Chiing t6i s& gip anh 4y vao ngay mai.” Anh
nhin Ellie vé 4y ndy. “Xin 18i c¢6 nhé. Cai nay c6 y nghia véi chung t6i lim. Co
khong biét dau.”

“N6 1a moi thir trén doi 4y chu,” Kaye lip lai vé tha thiét. “Néu c6 nguoi co
thé bién diéu nay thanh hién thyc, thi nguoi d6 1a Zack McLarren. Ca tuan nay
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chung t61 da doc rat nhiéu vé anh ay.” P61 mat c6 ngoi sdng. “Co that may man.
Lam vi¢c cho anh ay han 1a tuy¢t [am.”

“Anh 4y 1a 4c mong thi c6.” Ellie bat cuoi. “Khong phai dau, anh a ay tuyét
lam. T6i dam bao 13 anh 4y s& nhan duogc thu nay.” C6 nhoai nguoi ra lay chiéc
phong bi don. “Gap lai cac ban ngay mai.”

“Doi da” Kaye gilr cai phong bi tru:oc khi Joe dua cho nang. “Xin 156i! Hay
dé t6i hon n6 mot cai cho may man..

*
*x K

ch vé van phong lic 4 gid. Ellie bao céo lai tinh hinh ¢ van phong cho

anh. Roi nang dua anh tap tai liéu nam trong cai phong bi don.

Zack lu6t qua dé nghi chi trong hai muoi gidy, roi gap tap tai liéu lai va lia
no6 1én ban.

“Anh phai doc da chu,” Ellie néi.

“Vira doc ma.”

“Doc hét ay!”

“Khong can. Toi chi can nam y chinh thoi.”

“Thé nao?”

“La kich ban phim.”

“T6i biét!”

“Ho mudn t6i hd tro ho, chu cép tai chinh cho by phim.” Zack lic dau.
“Hoan toan dién rd. Khong phai kiéu cua toi. Khong do1 nao.”

“Nhung nhd né thanh cong...”

“Khong dau. Chiing ta dang néi vé nganh kinh doanh mao hiém nhat hanh
tinh. T61 s€ khong bao gio day vao nhiing dy an nhu the.”

Khuén mit tha thiét chan chira hy vong cta Kaye va Joe Kerrigan hién ra
trudc mat nang. Thé nay thi ho s€ that vong lam. Ellie néi, “Mamma Mia thi
sao?”
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“Mot ngoai 1€ ddi vai quy luat do.”
“Titanic.”

“Mot ngoai 1¢ khac.”

“ET.”

“Thé c¢6 dinh dung bao nhiéu tién cia minh dé ca xem kich ban nay s& hay
nhu kich ban cua phim ET? Nghe nay,” Zack noi, “t61 s€ khong tung ho nhing
nguoi nay dau. That la dién r6. Bung nhin t6i nhu thé. T6i dau phai quy dir. Toi
chi khéng mudn nhoi hét s tién xwong mau ctia minh vao mot qua phao hoa
khong 16 roi dé n6 no tung trén bau troi London.”

“Anh con chua doc ban thao ma,” Ellie phan d6i.
“T6i khong can phai lam thé. C6 ich loi gi dau?”

“Oi thoi ma, anh 1a doanh nhan. May chuyén nay la lim. Anh khong biét day
th6i.” Nang xoay xoay chiéc but dang dung. Chan thanh ma noi, hai nguoi nay
d6 rat nhiéu tam suc vao do. Viéc anh khong xem ban thao giéng nhu 1a... nhin
thdy mot vé x0 s trén via hé nhung khong budn cti xudng nhit vi nghi rang
minh s& chang bao gid trang doc dac vay!”

Zack gio tay dau hang. “Roi, roi. C6 néi 6 ly. C6 that sy muon ép t6i doc
kich ban nay u?”

“Phai, t61 thuc sy muon thé.”
“R01, ¢6 thang. To61 s€ doc.”
“Hura nhe?”

“Hura.” Lac d6 dién thoai cua anh dot ngdt dd chuéng va Zack nhéc may.
“Robert ha, cam on cau goi lai cho t6i, cau c¢6 thoi gian ban qua vé may sb liéu
bay gio khong? Tuyét, doi nhé, toi dé glay but ¢ trén gac...” Rut khoi van
phong, Zack chi tap tai liéu trén ban va an tay vao nguc roi noi khong thanh
tiéng, “T6i hira.”

Khi anh di roi, Ellie mé tap tai lidu va tach kich ban bd phim ra khoi dong
gidy to. Chung chi khoang mdt tram trang A4. Nang budc qua vin phong, dat
ching vao may photocopy va nhan nut in. Co thé nang chang phai doanh nhan
nhiéu triéu do, nhung su nhiét tinh cia Kaye va Joe Kerrigan da khoi day tri to
mo trong nang.

Nang S€ doc kich ban, ngay ca khi Zack khong lam viéc do.
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*
* K

«
hé nao?” Sang hom sau Ellie hoi.

“Cai gi thé nao?” Zack dang ném qua bong cao su ctia Elmo quanh bép, cho
n6 bat vao thanh bép d€ Elmo bay 1€n dép va trugt qua san nha 1at da cam thach
mau kem nhu mét canh trong hoat hinh.

“Anh doc chua?”

“Doc cai gi?”

“Kich ban phim d6.”
“A, cai d6 ha. Poc r6i.”

“Gau.” Elmo néng long sua vang, san sang cho ci ném bong ti€p theo cua
Zack.

“Thé nao?”
“Thuc ra, kich ban do6 cling kha.” Ném bong.

Ellie 1ay day 4m nudc trong bon, tranh Elmo khi né lao hing huc theo qua
bong.

‘CR‘éi?”
“To1 van khong lam dau.”

~ “Gau gau gau.” Pudi Elmo ngody dién cudng khi Zack né sau ban va cudp
lay qua bong ngay trude khi né kip dop lay.

“Ong thay tu 13 ai?” Ellie noi.
“Thay tu nao?”
Ha! “Ong thay tu trong kich ban phim, ngudi xuét hién ¢ doan cubi ay.”

Zack dung thang nguoi; a0 polo do tudt ra khoi cap quan va dau gdi chlec
quan Levi cua anh c6 chd rach méi. “A, ong thay tu d6.” Anh nheo mit tap
trung roi néi véi vé ngay tho vo ti, “Xin 16i. Toi khong nghi 14 t6i nhd duoc.”

Ellie lac dau. “Anh hra r6i ma.” Nang ludn nghi Zack 1a nguoi trung thuc.
Neéu anh da no6i anh lam, anh s€ lam.
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“Tbi qua t6i ban that.” Anh dang quan sat phan ung cua nang. “Ma lam sao
co bi€t c6 ong thay tu trong d6?”

“T61 da photo mot ban, mang vé nha t6i qua va ngoi doc.” Nang ndi thém,
day an y, “Khong nhu ai do.”

“T6i 1am co that vong a?” Zack ném qua bong bay qua dau Elmo vé phia
nang. “Bat lay nay.”

Ellie bat bang tay trai ngay khi Elmo lao 1én khong trung. “Pung vay ddy.”

'Bat hay lim.” Anh biéu 16 vé ddng tinh. “Thé ¢ nghi sao vé tap ban thao?”

Nang ném qua bong lai phia anh, lam Elmo sung sudng phat dién. “Toi nghi
kich ban hay. Rat hay. Hai hudc, xiic dong va doc ddo. Néu lam phim, t61 sé& di

29

xXem.
“Thé 47”7
“Dlng thé.”

Zack tréu Elmo bang cach ve vay qua bong ngoai tam vdi. “Co cd khoc khi
dén may doan budn khong?”

“Co thé. buoc ro1,” Ellie thitra nhan, “chac 1a co.”

“Nhu khi Mary cudi cung ciing gip lai dra con trai ba ay da cho lam con
nudi va phat hién ra d6 la Cha Dermot?”

“Oi chtia oi, diing thé!” Nang khung lai thi d& mudn. Zack tung qua bong Ién
khong trung va nang ding do, tham chi khong budn bat. Mot trong may cai ghé
dau kéu luc cuc khi Elmo cung dau vao d6, mo tim qua béng va cudi cung han
hoan mang vé.

Zack nhéch mép cuoi va noi, “Dot nhién toi nhd ra day.”

“Vay 1a anh da doc hét?”

“T6i khong dinh thé. C6 ép t6i ddy chir.”

“Tuyét.” Ellie cam thay sung sudng tran tré. “Va anh sé& ting ho ho chr?”

“Téi van khong :[hé lam vay dugc.” Trong anh tiéc ré. “Khong phai linh vyuc
cua to1, qua mao hiém, t61 khong quen bi€t ai san sang dau tu vao linh vuc mao

hiém nay. Nhung t6i ciing thich kich ban d6,” anh néi tiép. “Rét thich. Khi ho
to1 day, to1 s€ phai lam ho that vong doi chut r61.”
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“Thoi dugc” It ra thi nang ciing da c.

“Va néu phim cua ho ra rap,” Zack noi, “ching ta s€ di xem cung nhau nhé.
T61 moi.”

Elmo tha qua bong & chan anh, nong long muon ti€p tuc tro choi.
Ellie noi, “Theé to1 c6 dugc noi la to1 da bao ma khong?”
Zack vui vé noi, “DPuoc.”

*
*x K

Gluéng cua reo lac 11 gido kém 2 phut. Ellie m¢ ctra cho hai nguoi nha

Kerrigan va nhin thay niém hy vong khong che gidu trong mit ho.

Trong khi ¢6 dan ho vao hanh lang, Kaye phan khich thi thao hoi, “Anh ay
doc kich ban chua?”

“Anh ay doc r61.”

“Pém qua chung t6i khong tai nao chop mit duoc! Trén duong dén day sang
nay chiing t61 con thay hai con chim ac 1a. Han hai con co day!”

Oi. Va gid Zack sip lam gidc mo cua ho tan thanh may khoi. Ellie dan ho 1én
gac va go cura phong khach.

“Cudi cung diéu nay ciing dén. C6 thé chinh 1 luc ndy.” Joe Kerrigan, hit
mot hoi dai, cham nhe vao tay Ellie trong khi dgi1 Zack xuat hién. “Chac chung
t01 may man di1.”

Ho noi chuyén véi anh trong gan ba muoi phit. Ellie vira g6 may tinh vira
cang tai Ién nghe ngong, cudi cung trén gac ciing co tiéng mo cira, sau do 1a
tiéng budc chan trén cau thang. Néu cudc gip kéo dai toi nira gid dong hd, lidu
c6 phai Zack da thay ddi quyét dinh?

R61 nang nghe Joe noi, “Du sao cling cdm on anh,” va biét rang vay la anh
khong doi y.

Zack tho dau vao van phong. “T61 c6 may cudc dién thoai, nhung Joe va
Kaye c6 may 161 mudn noéi trude khi di, nén to1 dé co tién ho.”
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“Anh 4y khong gitp dugc chung t61,” Joe giai thich khi Zack lai mat hut trén
gic. “Nhung chung t6i mudn cam on cb vi da thuyét phuc anh 4y gitm chung

ALY

to1.

“Anh a ay no6i co da nai anh ay doc kich ban.” Kaye té ra hét stuc diing cam.
“Va anh ay néi co ciing doc rdi.”

“To1 nght kich ban rat hay.” Ho qua 1a mét cdp dé thuong.
“Diéu do cd y nghia nhiéu 1am,” Kaye cudi v nang.
“Hai nguot khong dugc bé cudc nhé.”

“Chiing t6i khong bo cudc dau. Khong thé lam thé dugc,” Joe néi. “Chung
to1 cling nghi day 1a mot kich ban xuat sac.”

“Khiém ton qua nhi.” Kaye thuc cui cho vao anh.

“To1 khong kiém ché dugce cam xuc cua minh. Pay 1a gidc mo cua ching toi.
Chung t61 da mo udc diéu nay tu lau l[dm r61.”

“Chi la chung t6i da bat dau hét liwa chon.”
Joe lac dau. “Chung ta phai tiép tuc thoi.”

Ellie noi, “Nghe nay, t0i khong biét quy trinh lam phim thi phai thé nao,
nhung cic ban phai tu minh lam tat ca viéc nay sao? Sao khong gui kich ban
cho cac hing phim 16n? C6 thé mét trong s bon ho sé& v 1ay ngay dy chua!”

“Chiting toi thir roi. TAt ca cac cong ty, tt ca don vi kich ban. Tat ca déu tir
choi.”

“Oi!” Roi, gio nang thay minh that ngdc nghéch.

“S4 thu tir chdi bay gio da dé dan khip nha réi. Thyc su 13 nan 1am.” Giong
Kaye c6 vé vo cung chan nan. “Hau hét bon ho déu cha budn ngé dén kich ban.
T6i phai cho ca toc vao gitta may trang gidy dé xem ho c6 mé ra khong. Va ho
c6 them mo ra dau!”

Hay that. Ellie khong hiéu may nha san xut tiém ning s& to mo thé nao khi
ho thdy mot ban thao day toc.

“Khéng phai cho tat ca toc trén dau dau.” Joe cudi toe toét. “Mdi ban thao
chi mot so1 thoi.”

“Nghe thé cling mung.” Anh c6 mdt khudén mat cdi md, than thién va théai do
gan giii. Anh va Kaye qua 1a mot cap dep doi
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“Du sao thi,” Kaye noi, “co phai quay lai lam viéc r6i. T61 chi mudn cdm on
cd vi da nhiét tinh v6i tap ban thao va da co thuyét phuc Zack.”

“Pung bo cudc,” Ellie noi khi nang tién ho ra ngoai.

“Dung lo.” Joe dung lai noi bac ctra ro1 gio tay chao. “Chung t61 khong bo
cudc dau.”
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